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by Jo Duckles

RELIGIOUS leaders of all faiths are urging 
communities in Oxfordshire, Berkshire 
and Buckinghamshire to unite for peace 
in the wake of the recent terror attacks in 
Paris.
   The Archdeacon of Oxford, the Ven. 
Martin Gorick, met with Imam Monawar 
Hussain, the founder of the Oxford 
Foundation, whose work has included 
United for Peace, an interfaith event 
which united people of all faith and none 
and encouraged them to stand together 
against extremism. 
   Martin, who is Interfaith Adviser for 
the Diocese of Oxford, said: “We are very 
conscious of the devastating effect of 
extremist violence in France, but also in 
Nigeria, Peshawar, Syria and many other 
parts of our world. At the same time we 
must not fall into a trap set by those same 
extremists who aim to divide and destroy 
community life. 

   “It is important to 
stand with brothers and 
sisters of all faiths and 
none...”

   “It is important to stand with brothers 
and sisters of all faiths and none and to 
remain United for Peace, and to continue 
to address issues of injustice.  
   “At Christ Church, Oxford’s Cathedral, 
we are beginning Prayers for Peace and 
Reconciliation, a very short and simple 
act of prayer each Friday at 12 noon.
Please do join with us in person, or in 
your church, home or place of work at 
that time if you can.” 
Continued on page two.
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‘Blessed are the Peacemakers’

Hundreds of thousands of French citizens and foreign leaders took part in a solidarity march in Paris on Sunday 11 January. Among them were Arab 
and Muslim representatives. Marchers carried placards reading “Charlie that’s us” and “Religions against hatred”.  
Photo: REUTERS/Charles Platiau
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A SPECIAL service to a mark the 
consecration of the first female bishop in 
the Church of England is to be held at St 
Mary’s, Thatcham.
   The Archdeacon of Berkshire, the Ven. 
Olivia Graham will preside and retired 
Archdeacon of Northampton, the Ven. 
Christine Allsopp will preach at the service 
which takes place on Candlemas 
(2 February) at 7.30pm. 
   The idea came when the Revd Marion 
Fontain, of the Thatcham Team Ministry, 
made three purple candles back in 
November 2012, when the women bishop’s 
legislation was expected to be passed at 
the November General Synod. 
   The Revd Mark Bennet, who has been 
a member of Women and the Church, 
(WATCH), since 2006, said: “We dedicated 
the candles and they have been in our 
chapel ever since, waiting for women to be 
consecrated as bishops.
   “When Libby Lane’s appointment was 
announced we decided to have a service 

and celebrate. It’s an open invitation to 
everyone and we are asking people to, if 
they can, bring a purple candle.”
   The Revd Libby Lane’s appointment was 
announced just before Christmas, to the 
delight of supporters of women bishops.  
The Acting Bishop of Oxford, the Rt Revd 
Colin Fletcher, said: “The announcement 
that Libby Lane has been appointed as 
the next Bishop of Stockport will, I know, 
bring much joy to many people both in 
this diocese and throughout the Church of 
England. As one of the eight women who 
has been regularly attending the House 
of Bishops’ meetings over recent months 
I have come to value her contributions 
very much indeed and I look forward to 
working with her in the coming years. I 
am delighted too that the five principles 
worked out by the House of Bishops will 
also ensure that those, such as the recently 
appointed Bishop of Burnley, who disagree 
with the development of having women 
bishops,  will also retain their honoured 
place within the Church of England.”

Candlemas celebration of first C of E woman bishop

 The Revd Libby Lane, who will be consecrated as the Bishop of Stockport this month.   
 Photo: Kippa Matthews.

TAKE to the water this spring for the fourth 
annual Witney to Westminster canoe challenge for 
Adventure Plus.
   The event, covering 127 miles of the River 
Thames from West Oxfordshire to the centre 
of London, is the UK’s longest charity canoe 
marathon.
   Jon Cox, Executive Director of the youth 
adventure charity, said: “We are delighted that a 
number of people have already signed up but would 
love you to join us for this unique experience. As 
well as completing an amazing physical challenge 
you will be helping to raise vital funds to make the 
vision of the Adventure Base a reality.
   “If canoeing is not your thing why not join other 
walkers or runners along the Thames Footpath?”
     Jon hopes that soon the charity, which works 
with 6,000 children and young people every year,  
will be able to move to its new adventure base 
near Witney, with fifty acres of open fields and 
woodland. The centre will include a lake and a 
climbing wall. For more see www.adventureplus.
org.uk/

Take to the water for Adventure  Plus
AS the Door was going to 
press firefighters were 
battling a major blaze 
which gutted the South 
Oxfordshire District 
Council buildings in 
Crowmarsh Gifford. 
   A thatched cottage in 
Roke Marsh and a funeral 
parlour near to the 
council offices were also ablaze in the early hours 
of Thursday 15 January.  The Acting Bishop of 
Oxfordshire, the Rt Revd Colin Fletcher, (pictured) 
said: “My sympathies go out to all of the officers 
and other staff who work for the council. I greatly 
value my own relationships with them and know the 
magnificent job they do around the district and in 
conjunction with the Vale of White Horse District 
Council. This will be a terrible shock to all of them 
and I will be praying for them at this difficult time.”
   No one was injured in the fires. Police confirmed 
that all three fires are suspicious and launched an 
investigation.

   Continued from page one.
   Monawar, who was also planning to meet 
with Jewish leaders in Oxford, encouraged 
church goers to reach out to Muslims in 
their communities. He said: “The only 
way to respond to this violence is through 
unity. There is no other option. We must 
live our lives the best we can in our local 
communities.

“The bottom line is 
that we need to stand 
together.”

   “The prophet Muhammed is a unifying 
symbol for every Muslim throughout the 
world. What the extremists have done is 
try to create an ‘us’ and ‘them’ situation. 
The key message is that we are united for 
peace, we have all got to work together.” 
   Monawar, along with representatives of 
other faith groups, addressed the Oxford 
Diocesan Synod in November, outlining 
how mainstream Muslims are making 

every effort to counter the practices and 
beliefs of extremists. The letter can be read 
here: www.oxford.anglican.org/imam-
presents-open-letter-synod/
   He also appealed to Christians to reach 
out to local mosques and to listen to 
Muslims in their neighbourhoods or 
workplaces. 
   “I would urge Christians to open up 
conversations just to listen to how 
Muslims are feeling. Let them know you 
are concerned and that you care.” 
   The Acting Bishop of Oxford, the Rt Revd 
Colin Fletcher, said: “Our thoughts are 
very much with the families and friends 
of all those who suffered and died in these 
attacks, Christian, Jewish and Muslim 
alike.”
   The Revd Hugh Ellis, the Vicar of All 
Saints, High Wycombe and the Vice Chair 
of the Council for Christian Muslim 
Relations in the town, said a press release 
was issued shortly after the attacks. He 
said:  “The bottom line is that we need 
to stand together. There are ongoing 

processes of looking at the experiences 
of Christian minorities in Muslim areas 
and making connections between how 
they feel and vice versa.  I believe we 
are just starting to deal with some of 
the underlying issues.” Hugh said that 
Christians joined Muslims last year for 
prayers in the mosque and we continue to 
run multi faith events.

“Our thoughts are very 
much with the families 
and friends of all those 
who suffered...”

    The Revd Charlie Cleverly, who ran a 
church in Paris before becoming the Rector 
of St Aldate’s, Oxford, said:  “The drama is 
over, but the pain remains. Charlie Hebdo 
is a notoriously controversial paper.  At 
the same time they are an ‘institution of 
freedom’. The response to the bombing of 
their offices and subsequent events has 

been really moving. 
   “The turning off the lights of the Eiffel 
Tower, the demonstrations across the 
country of solidarity have brought out 
the best in people. I have just seen a 
photograph of the demonstration in the 
Place de la République half a kilometre 
from where we lived for 10 years and it 
moved me deeply. 
   “Listening to French Radio has also been 
moving as people have lined up to express 
their refusal to be silenced in any way. 
   “We express great sympathy for the 
French people, our nearest neighbours and 
are awed by their response. May God bless 
France at this time.”
   Every year in Oxford an interfaith 
walk takes place with people from more 
than 15 different communities walking 
from the Richmond Road Synagogue, 
up to St Giles Church and St Mary’s 
Radcliffe Square and on to the central 
Mosque in Manzil Way. This year the 
walk takes place on Thursday 11 June, 
6.30pm to 9pm. 

Prayers for South Oxfordshire

‘Blessed are the peacemakers’
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New recruits for the Oxford Diocesan Schools Trust

By Jo Duckles

THREE more church schools have signed 
up to the Oxford Diocesan Schools Trust.
   St Luke’s CE Primary in Maidenhead, 
Burchetts Green CE Infant School and St 
Peter’s CE Middle School in Old Windsor, 
have all joined the Academy Trust.
   ODST was set up in 2012 to offer a 
meaningful partnership where schools can 
share best practice and work in support of 
one another with the added benefit of the 
central resources provided by the diocece. 
The schools have marked joining the trust 
with special assemblies.   The Revd Sally 
Lynch, of St Luke’s Church, Maidenhead, 
said: “It was fab. We had a collective 
worship assembly with Anne Davey and Liz 
Manson from the Diocesan Schools team 
who joined us.” Sally is heavily involved 
in the school which was led out of special 
measures by headteacher Amanda Hough. 
Amanda said: ““We opened our doors 
to 2015 as a new member of ODST. We 
are very excited about the opportunity 
to join this forward thinking group of 
professionals, as they  evolve into a multi 
academy trust centred on encapsulating 

educational excellence born out of the 
spirit of togetherness and Christianity. “   
   Sharon Yardley, headteacher of St Peter’s, 
said: “We have chosen ODST because 
we will be  part of a group of Christian 
schools committed to being supportive 
of each other to help raise standards in 
all our schools. As a Church of England 
school, we are using our Christian values 
to drive forward improvement and joining 
ODST  will further strengthen us.” Delia 
Sheppard, headteacher at Burchett’s 
Green, said: “It’s good to be part of Oxford 
Diocesan Schools Trust (ODST). I feel 
confident that working together we will 
maintain our outstanding achievements. 
We look forward to learning from and 
supporting other schools in the trust.”  
   A dedication service took place just 
before the Door went to press. Delia added: 
“The Academy dedication service (Picture 
right) has been the perfect way to mark 
this important milestone in the history 
of our school. The children were excited 
about meeting the retired Bishop David 
Jennings and worked hard to make the 
occasion one to remember.” 

Honduras Mission Partnership
By Rosalie Balfour

St Peter’s and St Mark’s 
Maidenhead have 
a partnership with 
a home for rescued 
street children in 
Honduras, called 
Proyecto Manuelito. This 
started with the youth 
group’s annual 24 hour 
sponsored fast and sleep-
out for the charity Street 
Kids Direct. 
   We talked to the 
children at the home 
in a video link up, and 
the charity’s director, 
Duncan Dyason, suggested that we took 
a group of our youths out to Honduras to 
visit the children and young people there. 
It was with great excitement that, in 2011, 
a team of 21 young people and adults 
visited the home to run activities and just 
spend time with the 45 kids who live there. 
We had an amazing time, learned so much 
and made lasting friendships.
   In 2012 the vicar Mark Balfour and I 
visited the home to see what a partnership 
with the whole church would look like.  
In 2013 we had a very successful trip out 
to the home to run a holiday club for the 
kids as well as activities for the staff and a 
women’s day at a church in the local town. 

We hope that we will be able to return 
to Honduras in the future. Meanwhile 
many of the church congregation sponsor 
children at Manuelito and we have regular 
fundraising events to help them, and a 
partnership tithe from our our recent 
building project has gone to fund the 
appointment of a youth pastor at the 
home. 

   Rosalie Balfour is married to the Revd 
Mark Balfour, the Vicar of St Peter and 
St Mark’s. 
 
For more great stories from Maidenhead 
and Windsor turn to page seven. 

LOKO Jarso lives in rural Ethiopia. She walks alone 
for eight hours a day, in shoes so thin that thorns 
repeatedly pierce through to her feet, to gather and sell 
firewood so she can feed her children.  Loko refuses to 
give up hope and so she prays as she walks. Her faith 
pushes her on.   
   During Lent we remember Jesus’ own walk in the 
wilderness at the start of his ministry culminating in 
the walk to the cross and the transformational work 
of Easter. Christian Aid invites you to our ‘Walking by 
Faith’ Lent retreat, a special day of reflection, learning, 
prayer and fellowship as we consider the call to justice 
in this season of fasting.  We’ll be sharing stories of 
women like Loko from rural Ethiopia who are walking 
in faith with hope for change.   The retreat day will 
include a delicious Ethiopian lunch. Details: 
Friday 20 February 10.30am (for 11am start) – 4pm at 
St Nicholas Church Earley, Sutcliffe Avenue, Earley, Berkshire, RG6  7JN. 
The retreat costs £10 including lunch. To book your place contact  
Jessica Hall on 01865 246818 or email jhall@christian-aid.org 

Walking by faith Lent retreat

Christian Aid 

Oxford’s Mark becomes an Archdeacon

CONGRATULATIONS to Area Dean of 
Oxford, the Revd Mark Butchers, who is 
moving on to become the Archdeacon of 
Barnstaple. 
   Mark, who is the Vicar of Wolvercote 
with Wytham, will be moving to the 
Exeter Diocese with his wife, Hilary, 
to take up his new position.  He said: 
“It’s certainly going to be a wrench to 

leave Wolvercote, Wytham and Oxford 
as a whole. It has been a good 10 years 
and an exciting journey with growing 
congregations and children’s work. It is 
time for a new set of challenges and I’m 
excited and daunted in equal measure. 
There are going to be plenty of challenges 
but the new role will be set in some lovely 
countryside.”  

A £20,000 National Churches Repair 
Grant has been given to help a major 
restoration project at St John the Baptist, 
Kingston Lisle, in Oxfordshire.
   The funding is towards repairs to the 
roof, bellcote and porch of the Grade II 
listed building which is on the English 
Heritage’s At Risk register.  
   The church dates back to the 12th 
Century and was allegedly founded in 
response to Pagan worship on the nearby 
White Horse Hill. Open everyday, it seats 
120 people.  Of particular note are 14th 

Century wall paintings depicting Pter, 
Paul, Herod and Salomè, the 15th to 17th 
Century bench ends, panelling, pulpit and 
rood screen.  
   The church was recently considered for 
closure but in the last two years it has 
more than doubled the congregation to 
its highest levels since available records 
began 30 years ago. The church is now 
packed at Christmas and Easter services 
and has formed a choir in the village 
which performs at these. The restored 
church will be able to host other events 
such as concerts and talks. 

£20,000 grant for St John the Baptist
Photo: David Cousins

Mark is pictured left on last year’s Thames Path Pilgrimage. Photo:  Sarah Meyrick
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Please return your form to:  
Freepost RRRZ-YRRB-ELKE, WaterAid Lent Appeal, 2a Halifax Road, MELKSHAM, SN12 6YY

Keeping you informed: We’d love to keep you updated about our work and how your  
support is changing lives. To do so we’ll use the details you’ve provided, but we 
promise never to share them with any other organisation for their marketing purposes.

  Tick here if you would rather not hear from WaterAid and WaterAid Trading.

Registered charity numbers 288701 (England and Wales) and SC039479 (Scotland)

Title          First Name                                                                                             

Surname                                                                                                                                 

Organisation name                                                                                                            

Organisation Address                                                                                                          

                                                                                                                                                    

                                                                                        Postcode                                       

Phone                                                (Home/Work/Mobile)

Email address                                                                                                                 

Your pack will include:

Visit our website www.wateraid.org/uk/lent 
 to learn more about our Jars of Change 
Appeal, where you will find an inspiring film, 
presentation and sermon notes. You can 
also request more resources and book a free 
WaterAid ambassador.
Call 020 7793 4594 to order your resources

An extra poster
Sunday school activity sheet
Donation form for paying in after your collection
Fundraising tips and activities

£
15/BAA/00H

Lent Appeal 2015

Order your free resources and transform lives by 
turning your small change into safe water this Lent

!

©
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 Yes, I would like to request my FREE Jars of Change resources including               jar sleeves (max 100)✓

Whether it’s coffee or tea, wine, 
beer or soft drinks, many people 
choose to give up their favourite 
tipples for Lent, and drink nothing 
but the clean tap water we’re so 
fortunate to enjoy in the UK. 

But in Ethiopia, girls like Frehiwot 
in Ashalta community don’t have 
that choice. If she only had safe, 
clean water to drink she would be 
overjoyed. Instead, this eleven-
year-old girl must collect water 
from a muddy pond, half an hour’s 
walk away. The water is so full of 
bacteria it makes her very, very 
sick. What’s more, it takes a long 
time to scoop the dirty water into 
small containers, and because the 
queues can take up to four hours, 
she’s missing out on school. 

At the Medhanealem church in 
Ashalta, girls like Frehiwot and their 
parents are all praying for safe 
water - they know that it changes 
everything. That’s because, just 
across the river, Frehiwot can 
see the thriving village of Habt 
Amrach. Here, life has completely 
transformed for everyone since 
international development charity 
WaterAid were able to drill a 
borehole and bring life-saving 
water.  

In Habt Amrach, Azmera is a 
young girl growing up the way 
Frehiwot should be. She no longer 
suffers from diarrhoea and other 

water-related diseases. Her body 
is clean, and she can wash her 
hands and clothes. There are no 
long queues for water, so she has 
time to go to school and gain a 
life-changing education. She even 
hopes to be a doctor when she’s 
older. As Frehiwot looks across the 
river, she sees a community full of 
hope, good health, and happiness. 
She wishes she too could have safe 
water and a better life – just like 
Azmera.

The tragedy of unsafe water in 
Ethiopia
Ethiopia is in the Horn of Africa, 
where an extended period of 
droughts, famines and confl icts has 
had a serious impact on health and 
life expectancy. 

Most people in Ethiopia make 
a living through farming. Without 
water they cannot grow the crops 
they need to feed and support their 
families. 

Many communities lack such 
basics as a safe water source and 
simple toilets. Poor roads make it 
diffi cult to reach remote villages 
and low water tables present 
additional challenges.

Around half the people who live 
there must collect dirty water from 
sources that will make them very 
sick or even kill them. More than 
33,000 children die every year 

from diarrhoea caused by unsafe 
water and poor sanitation.

Every one of these children dies 
unnecessarily, when WaterAid can 
give them safe water and prevent 
them from getting water-related 
diseases. 

WaterAid are the water experts
WaterAid is an international charity 
that transforms lives by improving 
access to safe water, hygiene and 
sanitation. WaterAid has funded 
more than 50 water and sanitation 
projects in Ethiopia, transforming 
the lives of 1.2 million people with 
clean water and more than half a 
million people with safe sanitation. 
With the generous help of the UK 
public, last year alone, we reached 
175,000 people with clean water.

To address the water, sanitation 
and hygiene issues faced by 
Ethiopia’s poorest people, we work 
with local partners that understand 
local issues. These include regional 
governments, technical experts and 
other charities. 

We also coordinate a country-
wide water, sanitation and hygiene 
coalition, uniting government 
organisations, donors, the media 
and private sector to help promote 
the right to water and sanitation 
throughout Ethiopia.

Bringing safe water to the poorest 
people in the world can be done – 
village by village, town by town.

WaterAid’s Jars of Change 
appeal aims to bring clean 
water to villages like Ashalta all 
over the world.
Could your congregation help make 
it happen by donating the money 
they save by giving something 
up for Lent? A total donation 
from your church of £250, for 
example, could pay for a locally 
manufactured rope pump, which 
could transform a village like 
Ashalta by bringing clean water, 
better health, and the chance for 
children like Frehiwot to gain an 
education. 

Request inspiring resources 
today and turn your small 
change into safe water.
To help you inspire your 
congregation to donate the money 
they’ve saved by giving something 
up for Lent, WaterAid have a 
whole range of fantastic free Jars 
of Change resources available to 
order. They can even put you in 
touch with a specially trained local 
WaterAid ambassador, who will 
talk to your congregation about 
the incredible difference they will 
make. WaterAid ambassadors bring 
stories to life, and can answer 

questions from your congregation 
about how their money will help, 
for example by drilling boreholes 
and installing tap stands so 
communities have safe water all 
year round.

Request a free resource pack 
today and you’ll receive:
• A colourful and inspiring poster 

to put up in church, so everyone 
knows the lifesaving impact 
they can make by supporting 
WaterAid’s Jars of Change. 

• A handy card with fundraising 
tips to help you inspire your 
congregation. 

• A fun Sunday school activity 
booklet to get children involved. 

• Jar sleeves for each member 
of your congregation, so they 
can be reminded of what they 
are making possible by giving 
something up. 

• You can also download sermon 
notes, as well as a fantastic 
presentation and fi lm from 
www.wateraid.org/uk/lent  

Your congregation’s Jars of 
Change collection will help to 
answer the prayers of the people 
of Ashalta. Please, support Jars 
of Change this Lent, and your 
congregation can help everyone in 
Ashalta to have the safe water they 
need to survive – like they do in 
Habt Amrach.

Could your congregation go without clean, safe water for 40 days?  
Of course not, but in Ashalta village in Ethiopia, people go without safe water every day. 

Advertorial
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OXFORD Diocese is launching a new 
project for Lent: the #washday challenge. 
Inspired by last summer’s highly popular 
“ice bucket challenge” where people 
nominated each other to have a bucket of 
icy water poured over them for charity, 
the #washday campaign is all about 
encouraging churches to take part in 
practical social action during Lent and 
Holy Week.
   “It’s a new take on Maundy Thursday,” 
said Sarah Meyrick who came up with 
the idea. “Traditionally, churches have 
washed people’s feet or more recently done 
shoe-shining on the streets on Maundy 
Thursday, as a way of telling the story of 
the Last Supper.
   “We want people to go out and wash 
anything and everything – it could be 
washing windows for people who would 
find that difficult, cleaning cars, washing 

clothes for people who are homeless, or 
washing up mugs in an office. Our hope is 
that people will use their imagination and 
think how they can make a real difference 
in the community.”
   The idea is that people should share 
images and videos of what they are doing 
on www.washday.org and tweet using 
the hashtag #washday. 
   “It’s a great opportunity to tell the Easter 
story in a fun and creative way. We want 
to show that Christians are willing to get 
their hands dirty in the service of others.”
   “It’s a simple idea and shouldn’t be time 
consuming or difficult. We’ve had interest 
from across the Church of England so we 
hope people will be busy washing, up and 
down the country.  People of all ages can 
take part.”

Resources

by Joan van Emden

If you are looking for a book to inspire 
you during Lent or to illuminate the 
events of Holy Week, this analysis 
of the last days of Jesus’s earthly life 

will do both. If, like me, you are used to 
commentaries and textbooks based on a 
particular Gospel, Paula Gooder’s book, 
which compares the accounts of all four, 
will bring to light details, correspondences 
and contradictions easily overlooked. 
   A single example will show this. All four 
Gospels refer to the wine that Our Lord 
was given on the Cross. In Luke and John 
this happens once, in Matthew and Mark, 
twice. Paula Gooder considers the possible 
motivations: mockery in Luke, compassion 
in John; in Mark, first compassion 
(the myrrh would be an analgesic) and 
then curiosity (would Elijah come?); in 
Matthew initially mockery, then possibly 
(it isn’t clear) compassion. In each case, 
the offering was the sour wine drunk by 
Roman soldiers, ironically offered to a 
King.
   Throughout the book, Greek and Hebrew 
words are given in their original form, 
but explained with interesting comments, 
as in the odd history of  ‘hosanna’ in its 
transition of meaning from ‘save now’ to 
an exclamation of praise. Jewish history 
and tradition are frequently invoked, as 
in the description of the ‘good death’ (in 
old age, leaving a son behind, being buried 
with ancestors) in total contrast to Our 
Lord’s apparently ‘bad death’.  Tiny details 
are explored for their significance: the 
women meeting the risen Lord take hold of 
His feet; according to ancient belief, ghosts 
had no feet and so Matthew might have 
included this point to make it clear that 

Jesus was truly alive and no ghost. 
   One of the many attractive aspects of 
this book is that the author is ready to say 
when neither she nor we can be sure what 
is meant, for example, by the blood and 
water from Jesus’s side at the Crucifixion, 
especially as she points out that blood 
would not flow from a dead man. Does this 
account make a theological point rather 
than a historical one? We don’t know.
   Each section is followed by a short 
reflection, sometimes with a poem. 
Particularly beautiful is the meditation 
on the Eucharist, bringing together 
past, present and future in ‘the most 
momentous theological action that we 
are called to do as Christians’ but which, 
as Paula Gooder says, ‘we do not have to 
comprehend in all its complexity’, only to 
do it.
   This is an often moving, always 
illuminating, day by day record of 
Holy Week which ends with a glowing 
declaration of the love of God. The 
author’s own love for Him glows on every 
page.

Joan van Emden is an LLP at Christ 
Church, Reading.

Journey to the Empty Tomb
Paula Gooder
Canterbury Press
£12.99 

by Graham Sykes

I was rather excited when I saw Tom  
Wright’s Lent book on the Door’s  list 
of books for review. Early excitement 
became disappointment on the 

realisation that this is a reprint of a 
book first published in 1998. Excitement 
returned as the preface revealed that this 
is the seminal work for The Resurrection of 
the Son of God  (SPCK 2003) and Wright’s 
series of popular commentaries on the 
whole of the New Testament. 
   This book is based on Wright’s 
fundamental premise that ‘you can’t 
love an abstraction’ and that we 
must ultimately learn to ‘love God in 
Jesus’. It is a prophylactic against the 
highly intellectualised abstraction of 
the Christian faith which can lead to 
fundamentalism and cynicism alike. 
Wright takes his deep scriptural insight 
and communicates it in a way that is easily 
accessible to the theologian and reflective 
reader alike. 

“...easily accessible to 
the theologian and 
reflective reader alike.” 

   The Lenten journey starts with a 
two week exploration of the life and 
writings of St Paul. Wright explores 
the mystery of a threefold movement 
of revelation and experience starting 
firstly with the revelation of Christ’s 
glory through the suffering of Jesus, 
secondly the acknowledgment of 
Christ’s suffering and resurrection by his 

disciples which leads thirdly to their own 
suffering and affliction. 
   The Good News is of course the 
consolation of Christ and the consolation 
disciples become able to share with the 
world. In the latter part of the third week 
the reflective reader is led to see things 
through St Peter’s eyes and through the 
Revelation of St John and on into the 
Gospel of St John for Holy Week.    

“I commend this book 
as a refreshing process 
of internal renewal...”

    Thankfully the book does not end there, 
for Wright points us back to the writings 
of St Paul and the renewing power of the 
resurrection faith of Easter Week, ending 
on the first Sunday of Easter. I commend 
this book as a refreshing process of 
internal renewal based on deep reflection 
on the scripture and as a prophylactic 
against abstraction.

Graham Sykes is Chair of the Door’s 
Editorial Support Group  and 
Chaplain to the Bishop of Oxford.

Reflecting the Glory
Tom Wright
BRF
£8.99 

A bucket load of fun with #washday
AS we head towards Lent and Easter the 
Bible Reading Fellowship has published a 
range of new seasonal resources.
   Wilderness sandpits and pretzel prayers 
can be found in Messy Easter (£6.99) where 
Jane Leadbetter provides three complete 
sessions for Lent, Holy Week and Easter. 
There are food crafts, creative prayers and 
an Easter Trail for children.
    In Creative Ideas for Lent and Easter 
(£8.99) Jane Tibbs gives step-by-step 
instructions for everything from a 
traditional Simnel cake through to a living 
Easter tree to a 3D Ascension scene.    
   Then in Footsteps of Jesus: A pilgrim 
traveller’s guide to the 
Holy Land, Perry Buck 
(£10.99) gives practical 
guidance on planning a 
visit to modern-day Israel 
and Palestine. There are 
insights into the people 
living there today and the 
rich history of the biblical 
sites, scripture-based 
mediations and moving 
stories of initiatives for 
peace, reconciliation and 
community-building. 
   See www.brfonline.
org.uk for more. 

A round-up of resources



Advertisement Feature

Order your Real Easter Egg from
www.realeasteregg.co.uk

Out of the 80 million Easter eggs sold in this part of
the world every year, The Real Easter Egg is the only
one which is made of Fairtrade chocolate, has an
Easter story booklet and makes a donation to charity**

The Original 150g (RRP £3.99) 
The 2015 edition has a new 24 page Easter storybook with a 3ft Happy Easter Banner, a 
high quality milk chocolate egg (125g) and a pack of milk chocolate Chunky Buttons (25g). 

Contains an olive wood 
peace dove keyring from 
the Holy Land, a simple 
guide to the Easter story, an 
orange milk chocolate bar 
(80g) and a high quality 
milk chocolate egg (200g).

New Range for 2015

FREE DELIVERY
if ordered before 27th Feb 2015*

More than a million eggs sold!

Voted the UK’s favourite Fairtrade Easter Egg 
and with more than 1 million eggs sold, each 
year the content of the Real Easter egg 
changes. See above for details.  

Last year hundreds of churches placed orders 
in quantities ranging from 12-1000 eggs. This 
year we will sell our millionth egg and have 
donated more than £140,000 from profits to 
charitable causes. To continue the success of 
introducing an Easter gift that reflects the 
true values of the season we hope you will 
join in the 2015 Real Easter Egg campaign.

All we need is for each school, church or 
group to find a champion who will promote 
the idea, collect orders and payment. We 
then deliver your eggs to one drop off point 
in specially cushioned boxes. 

Easter is early this year and stocks are limited, 
so you are advised to place orders early to 
avoid disappointment.

Free resources and full details on our 
website.

*Free delivery on orders over £45 and received by 27th February.

Pay online by card - The simplest way 

to pay is to visit our online shop at www.realeasteregg.co.uk 

Payment by cheque - Complete the form below and return to: 
The Meaningful Chocolate Company, 584 Knutsford Road, Warrington, WA4 
1JE. Cheques payable to ‘The Meaningful Chocolate Company Ltd’.

Delivery Address:

Title:  First Name: Surname:

Tel. No: (Daytime) Email:

No. of Eggs Total

Postage & Packaging
See terms and conditions below

FREE*
or £4.95

How to order 

The Original-Real Easter Egg (150g) 
(£3.99 each must be ordered in multiples of 6) £23.94

Special Peace Edition-Real Easter Egg (280g)
Can be ordered in singles, each egg £9.99  

Dark 71%- Real Easter Egg (180g)
(£5.50 each must be ordered in multiples of 6) £33.00 

) 
4

)

Contains an egg made from 
premium dark Fairtrade 
chocolate (165g) with 3 dark 
chocolate mini squares (5g) 
and a simple guide to the 
Easter story.

Special Peace Edition
280g (RRP £9.99) 

Dark 
180g (RRP £5.50) 

**There is a charitable donation for every 150g egg sold.

Grand
Total

The UK’s favourite

Fairtrade Easter Egg!
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Around the Deaneries - Maidenhead and Windsor

FAITH and people are at the heart of 
the 24 churches in the Maidenhead and 
Windsor Deanery. 
   “It’s not really about maintaining 
buildings for the sake of being buildings 
but as a catalyst. How can we be relevant 
in the 21st Century?” That is the question 
posed by the Revd Margaret Bird, Area 
Dean for Maidenhead and Windsor, where 
a new Deanery Plan is being developed. 
Margaret has been in Windsor for four-
and-a-half years and took over as Area 
Dean in January last year. 
   I caught up with Margaret in her vicarage 
shortly before the  weekly Peace and 
Healing service. Margaret grew up in 

London and lived next to a parish church 
where she was baptised, confirmed and 
married. 
   Her parents were committed Christians 
and as a child she went to church three 
times every Sunday. With parents who 
volunteered at the Sunday School and 
did the gardens, Margaret quickly had 
a sense that church was not about just 
turning up on a Sunday, but about serving. 
Becoming a church warden in her 30s, then 
a Licensed Lay Minister, she eventually felt 
that ordination was the correct step. 
   “I want to see Christians grow in an 
‘owned’ faith and not just a loyalty to 
a place of worship. My faith was built 
on doubt and I still have to constantly 
question it. I don’t just want to read a 
book, I want to be able to ask questions,” 
she says.
   The doors of Windsor Parish Church 
are open daily and the church has lots of  
visitors. A memory tree was put up over 
Christmas and covered in names of people 
who had died. 

   Windsor’s churches are open for the 
public, including the thousands of 
tourists who visit the town each year 
because of the royal connection. New 
Windsor became ‘new’ back in 1200 
when the castle was built, and an 
area of the town previously known as 
Windsor became Old Windsor. 
   New Windsor has recently started 
using Pilgrim Courses which 
encourage participants to think 
about their beliefs, rather than spoon 
feeding them. 
   When we met, Margaret was busy 
preparing publicity for lunchtime 
discussions during Advent. These 
were around the anticipation of 
Christmas in the Old Testament, 
the surprise of Mary’s visit to 
Elizabeth and the support they 
gave one another in their respective 
predicaments.  
   The deanery spreads from Waltham 
St Lawrence to Old Windsor, with two 
large areas of housing: Windsor and 

Maidenhead. The area, particularly around 
Waltham, includes large swathes of 
greenbelt land.

Vital statistics:
Area Dean: Margaret Bird 
Lay Chair: John Sykes 
Clergy: 26 
Churches: 24 
Benefices: 14

by John Sykes

AT the Maidenhead end of the deanery 
there is a wide range of church traditions 
with an active, thriving evangelical church 
based in the town centre at St. Mary’s, 
more traditional churchmanship in and 
around the town including a congregation 
based in a local community centre. In the 
semi-rural areas surrounding the town 
itself are a number of parishes based in 
the communities, two of which, Cookham 
and Bray, go back nearly 1,000 years, and 
both have recently undertaken substantial 
renovation programmes. 
   A key theme in the deanery is 
collaboration. The town centre parish 
of St. Mary’s and the more rural parish 
of White Waltham have shared ministry 
and finances to enable a new centre for 
children’s mission to be established at 
White Waltham. Discussions are underway 
to see if creating a Benefice from the 
two parishes would be both practical 
and the best way forward to serve their 
congregations. 

   Three parishes within the town, St 
Luke’s, The Good Shepherd and All Saints 
also collaborate on a number of activities 
(see below).  For many years a principle 
of collaboration to meet its share on a 
Deanery wide basis has been in place, and 
for yet another year the deanery met its 
share in full for 2014.
   Two parishes, Cookham Dean and 
St Peter’s, Furze Platt have recently 
completed and financed substantial 
building projects to enhance their non-
worship facilities. 
   Burchetts Green, a parish with three 
churches in three separate villages, have 
formed groups aimed at helping older 
people to make friends and integrate into 
church life.
   There has also been an encouraging 
revitalization of the congregation at 
Waltham St. Lawrence after several years 
of uncertainty, which should encourage us 
all that the Holy Spirit is always at work.
John Sykes is the Lay Chair of the 
Maidenhead and Windsor Deanery. 

Collaboration in the Deanery

THREE 
churches are 
pooling their 
resources 
to provide a 
diverse range of 
services to their 
congregations 
each month.
   St Luke’s and 
All Saints in 
Maidenhead 
and the Church 
of the Good Shepherd in Cox Green are 
collaborating on their Sunday evening 
services.     
   Called Sundays at Six, services rotate 
around each church with the different 
churches offering services according to 
their particular strengths and interests.  
For example,  St. Luke’s leads  a choral 
evensong, Cox Green an Iona service and 

All Saints an Evensong and Benediction. 
St Luke’s and Cox Green collaborate on an 
International Taizé service. 
   The three churches also get to 
collaborate on other projects, including 
marriage preparation courses, and have 
run a couple of prayer days that are open 
to the whole deanery. The Revd Canon 
Angela Tilby was the key note speaker at 
the last one.

Pooled resourcesFrom a refurb to a lunchtime outreach
THERE is a lot going on at St Mary’s 
in Maidenhead. Not only is the church 
planning a £1.8m re-ordering which will 
see it become more accessible, it also has 
a fruitful working relationship with St 
Mary’s, White Waltham, with which it 
expects to form a United Benfice in due 
course.
   The project sees a larger church and 
a smaller church working together to 
serve their communities, says the Revd 
Will Stileman, the Vicar of St Mary’s, 
Maidenhead. Will and his team have 
supported White Waltham in Project 
Rainbow, a scheme which will see a new 
centre for family and children’s work in 
White Waltham.    
   And in St Mary’s, Maidenhead another 
fundraising scheme is underway for 
re-ordering the 50-year-old building in 
a scheme that will include new disabled 
access, a better heating system and an 
enlarged foyer to provide a better welcome.   
“We have got to raise £1.1m to fund it says 
Will. “The big challenge is the funding and 
that is down to God. Proverbs tells us that 
we can make plans but the decisions come 
from God.” Will said the idea is to help St 
Mary’s become more visible and accessible 

from its ideal vantage point in the town 
centre. It will help the various events 
that happen there, including the new 
Discipleship Group and Workers’ lunches 
run by curate, the Revd Sam Brewster.   
   “We started the Workers lunch about six 
months ago, giving people the chance to 
buy a sandwich for £1.50 in their lunch 
break, hear a 15 minute Bible talk and have 
a discussion around it.” ‘The whole event 
lasts 45 minutes, and gives people the 
opportunity in the middle of their working 
day to engage with Jesus, and to encourage 
their work colleagues to do the same. It’s 
been really encouraging especially with the 
workers lunch. It’s been slow and steady 
but gradually it’s been picking up. We get 
about 12 to 15 people and it’s half and half 
people who come to St Mary’s and people 
who don’t.”  The Discipleship Groups meet 
on Thursday evenings for those who have 
done the Christianity Explored course and 
would like to go deeper, or others who may 
want a refresher on what the Christian 
faith is all about. 
See www.stmarysmaidenhead.
org/ and http://www.
stmaryswhitewaltham.co.uk/ for 
more. 

by Susan Hinds 
WINDSOR Christian Action was 
formed in July 2013 when it assumed 
responsibility for Windsor’s Homeless 
Project and Street Angels. 
   The homeless project is in its sixth 
year and was started following the death 
of a rough sleeper on a bench outside 
Holy Trinity Church.We provide a light 
lunch twice a week at Windsor Baptist 
Church (where we offer clothing, sleeping 
bags, shower and laundry facilities) and 
a cooked meal weekly at St Stephen’s.      
Achievements include helping 14 guests 
into accommodation and two guests 
helped into work. Some guests have 
‘given back’ – helping with decorating 
and cleaning floors.
   In February 2012 the Street Angels 

launched in Windsor. They go out every 
Friday between 10pm – 3.30am with 
lollipops, flipflops, water and first-aid 
kits, to give practical help and support to 
around 85 people a night. Last year they 
were on duty for three evenings, in Ascot, 
during Royal Ascot Week. 
Both projects depend almost entirely 
upon the time and commitment given 
by volunteers, who are good-hearted 
people in sympathy with our aims. We 
are immensely proud and humbled by the 
work they do. WCA is not an evangelistic 
organisation; there is no requirement 
that volunteers are professed Christians. 
This is practical outreach: accepting, non-
judgemental and caring. 
Susan Hinds is a trustee of Windsor 
Christian Action.

Windsor Christian Action



8 What is intergenerational work?
“They know cool stuff...”

NATIONAL FRUIT 
TREE SPECIALISTS

One of the UK's largest suppliers of fruit trees and soft 
fruit plants including Cranberries and Goji Berries

NATIONWIDE DELIVERY

DEACONS NURSERY
Godshill, Isle of Wight PO38 3HW 

01983 840750 (24hrs) Tel: 01983 522243 Fax: 01983 523575
Email: info@deaconsnurseryfruits.co.uk or visit our website

www.deaconsnurseryfruits.co.uk

20% OFF ORDERS OVER £100 WITH CODE NY20 
10% OFF ORDERS OVER £25 WITH CODE NY10 

OFFERS END 20/02/15

Maidenhead
01628 783 738

Slough
01753 520 081

Windsor
01753 865 982

funeralpartners.co.uk

E Sargeant & Son
Funeral Directors

A life well 
remembered  
lives on.

A funeral is a time  
to say goodbye and to 
remember the life of  
a person you love. It’s 
our privilege to be at 
your side.

You can talk to us  any 
time, day or night or  
for further information 
visit us at 

www.esargeant.co.uk

FSP Sargeant Door Advert - 13466 v2.indd   1 10/12/2014   18:20

 STAINED GLASS
Andrew Taylor FMGP

Contemporary and Traditional 
designs, with fi nely painted 

glass, to suit many situations 
in Ecclesiastical Architecture.

***
 Conservation and restoration 

work undertaken

Tel: 01380 813878
113 High Street, Littleton 
Panell, Devises, Wiltshire 

SN10 4EU

Email: 
andrew@stainedglass.fsnet.co.uk

www.aptglasspainter.com

Who is like you, O Lord, 
among the gods? Who 
is like you, majestic in 
holiness, awesome in 
glorious deeds, doing 
wonders?

Ex 15:11

Advertising

by Yvonne Morris

Above my desk is a picture. In the 
picture an older man stands with 
his arm around a young  girl. 
He is wearing a T-shirt with the 

words ‘Talk to old people, they know cool 
stuff you don’t’. 
   Old people talking to young people 
and young people talking to old people 
is perhaps the start of something. It is 
a gift to belong to an intergenerational 
community. For some, church is possibly 
the only place where this can happen. 
But in terms of church communities and 
faith, is there more to it than co-existing 
or sharing a building space with someone 
from a different generation to yours? 
   I am not a specialist in linguistics but 
an interest in words and etymology feeds 
my curiosity on many levels!  If you look 
at ‘intergenerational’ (which is the latest 
phrase in church circles to refer to ‘all 
ages’), the prefix ‘inter’ has its roots in 
words meaning; between, among, betwixt, 
in the midst of, mutually, reciprocally and 
together. While ‘generation’ is rooted in 
‘genus’ meaning ‘process of being formed’.

“It is a gift to belong to 
an intergenerational 
community.” 

   Sit back and think about that for a 
moment. Picture some of the folks in your 
church and how you live betwixt, between, 
mutually, reciprocally and together and are 
in the ‘process of being formed’. 
   Can you picture an intergenerational 
community where individuals worship and 
minister and ‘be’ among, in the midst of, 
reciprocally, mutually and together so they 
are all in the ‘process of being formed’ as 
disciples?
   Intergenerational church is something 
we ‘become’ rather than something we 
‘do’. ‘Being’ demands intentional choices, 
sometimes rather tricky ones, for example, 
it will require individuals to enter an 
act of worship as the gift to God, of the 
community, rather than for their own 
personal enjoyment. How it is lived out 
demonstrates the values the community 
has.  

  One Sunday I went home after church 
when my son hadn’t been there because 
he was at Cub camp. When I told him that 
several people had asked where he was 
(not just the children’s leaders) he was 
utterly amazed! It really helped too when 
one day he didn’t want to go to church. I 
reminded him about all the people who 
missed him when he wasn’t there and how 
important he is to our church community. 
Since then he rarely says he doesn’t want 
to go to church because he knows that 
he has a place, and that people know him 
and value him and his contribution to our 
community life.
   When adults worship with children 
they are faced with the noise, the ‘whole 
body experience’ that life is for the young. 
They are faced with sometimes difficult 
questions or great stories or beautiful 

artwork or profound prayers, playfulness 
and observations. When children worship 
with adults they are faced with the lifelong 
journey of faith. They see life in its 
various forms of togetherness, singleness, 
loneliness, disability, pain, suffering and 
joy.
   Intergenerational ministry should not 
be confused with all age or family services. 
How we worship together is one part of the 
‘being’ and potentially needs examination 
and careful thought, but there are many 
ways for ‘families’ to be together.
   Sometimes it is absolutely right and 
appropriate to worship and be separated 
by age categories. But how we are together 
informs how we are separate.    
   When the ‘children are going to continue 
worshipping in their special groups for a 
short while before we all join back together 
for communion’, the expectation is that 
through the stories, responding, music, 
discussion, activities and praying the 
children will be enabled to draw close to 
God and God close to them. The same is 
expected by the adults who will stay in 
church for their special activities – stories, 
sermon, responding, music and praying. 
Looks pretty similar eh?  
   ‘Intergenerational’ models to all its 
component parts being the body of Christ. 
My colleague Joanna Collicutt picks up 
this theme as she recounts a day to explore 
intergenerational  ministry in some 
broader ways.  

Yvonne Morris is the Children’s 
Adviser for the Diocese of Oxford. Her 
latest book, Exploring God’s Love in 
Everyday Life, was published just before 
Christmas 2014.

 

Above and below: Children and adults have fun at the Messy Fiesta at Septermber’s Grand Day 
Out.  Photos: Philip King. 
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By Joanna Collicutt 

Thus says the LORD of hosts: Old men 
and old women shall again sit in the 
streets of Jerusalem, each with staff 
in hand because of their great age. And 
the streets of the city shall be full of 
boys and girls playing in its streets.
Zechariah 8: 4-5

A resource day exploring the 
possibilities for intergenerational 
working in church communities 
took place at High Street 

Methodist Church in Witney, (a great 
venue with its own fully equipped Godly 
Play classroom), with about 30 delegates 
plus guest speakers who included a group 
of toddlers from Abingdon. During the 
event last year, we looked at the many 
accounts of intergenerational tension 
and harmony to be found in the Bible, 
and explored practical ways of doing 
intergenerational work in our local 
churches. After all, churches are one of 
the few places where people of different 
generations naturally come together.
What does ‘intergenerational’ mean?
   Christine Ross describes 
intergenerational ministry as what 
happens when ‘a congregation intentionally 
brings the generations together in mutual 
serving, sharing or learning within the 
core activities of the church in order to 
live out being the body of Christ to each 
other and the greater community’. It is 
about cultivating meaningful interactions 
between generations rather than trying 
to serve different generations in separate 
parallel activities such as junior church or 
seniors’ lunch clubs – something we might 
call multigenerational ministry. 
   Intergenerational ministry is based on 
an outlook that acknowledges the gifts 
every generation brings to the spiritual 
formation of the other generations. It 
creates frequent opportunities for various 
generations to communicate in meaningful 
ways, interact on a regular basis, and to 
minister, worship and serve together 
regularly. It results in experiences where 
representatives of two or more generations 
are present and are engaged in mutual 
activities.
Why promote an intergenerational 
approach in churches?
   This approach can give a greater sense of 
belonging to all, enabling troubled families 
to receive wider community support. It 
is economical of resources – a particular 
consideration in village churches with small 
congregations. It should enable character 
growth through mutual learning. 
   Moreover, research indicates that 
people enjoy intergenerational settings 
and activities; that both children and 
adults learn more in intergenerational 
programmes because children have 
access to models and mentors of mature 
faith, and adults can engage more deeply 
with issues of humility, trust, honesty, 
forgiveness, love, and fear; children seem 
to develop a stronger reciprocal relational 
sense of God; congregations have a greater 
sense of unity. 
 
Joanna Collicut is the Spiritual Care 
for Older People (SCOP) Adviser for the 
Diocese of Oxford.  
 

Further reading:
Intergenerational Christian Formation by 
Holly Allen & Christine Ross. IVP.
Few children, great opportunities by Sue 
Price & Ruth Alliston. BRF.

Exploring the possibilities

Some practical ideas:
All age holiday at home
Why not combine a children’s holiday club with a ‘holiday at home event’ for older 
people? Craft activities and singing (plus ice cream) work really well here.
Intergenerational services for special occasions
This is not quite the same as a regular ‘all age’ service (which can often please nobody), 
but a coming together of generations around a civic theme such as remembrance, or a 
royal occasion, or a writer (we explored a ‘Narnia’ service as an example) or historical 
figure. Story-telling is a vital part of this sort of event. Services of animal blessing also 
bring young and old together very effectively.
Taking a toddler group into a residential care home
See www.facebook.com/AbingdonCourtToddlers for a great example of this in Abingdon 
Court Care Home.
Bringing young people and older people together through life story work
Young people are savvy with I.T. Older people may need help with learning these skills, 
or support in reminiscence work (for example in scanning old photographs or typing up 
stories). Older people may offer their own skills such as knitting for children’s storybags.

Could you write a book like these?
At Bound Biographies we believe everyone 
can write their life story with guidance and 
support from our writing partners. Whatever 
stage you’ve reached in your writing project, 
we can take you through to the end, producing 
just the number of illustrated books required 
for family and friends, or wider distribution. 

For further information contact 
Sally Gray Tel/Fax 01582 861407

email: biographies@resource24.net
www.boundbiographies.com

Hospital of St Cross 
& Almshouse of
Noble Poverty

“England’s Oldest Almshouse”
Vacancies for Brothers

The Hospital, founded in 1132, 
is home to 25 retired 
laymen (Brothers) and 
applications are welcomed. 
A registered Charity with a 
Christian foundation, the 
Hospital is situated a mile 
south of Winchester. Each 
Brother lives independently 
and occupies a flat which 
he furnishes himself. 
Further information and an
application form are obtainable from: 
Clerk to the Trustees 
Hospital of St Cross 
Winchester, SO23 9SD 
Tel: 01962 878218 
E-mail: clerk@hospitalofstcross.co.uk 
www.hospitalofstcross.co.uk
Registered Charity No.202751

 

Tel: 01494 678811 
Chester House, 9 Windsor End 
Beaconsfield, Bucks HP9 2JJ 
www.universal-care.co.uk 

Stay in the home you love  
 

•  Flexible & tailored care around the clock 
•  Care and housekeeping in your own home

the way you like it 
•  Peace of mind for yourself or a loved-one 
•  Established 27 years 
•  Friendly, trained and dedicated carers  

Call now for helpful advice

BE 
SEEN

To advertise 
in this newspaper, 

contact  Glenda or Michelle on 

01752 225623
or email 

glenda@cornerstonevision.com

Advertising

Above and below: Participants old and young at Abingdon Court. Photos: Helen Keely. 
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ST. MARY’S CONVENT
WANTAGE

St Mary’s Convent offers a 
variety of facilities and fl exible 
accommodation for Group Quiet 
Days and Group Retreats.  Also, 
Conference facilities and private 
stays.
Theological Library may be 
available on request.

For further details please contact:
St Mary’s Convent, Wantage, 
Oxfordshire, OX12 9DJ
Tel: 01235 763141
Email: guestwing@csmv.co.uk
www.csmv.co.uk

Hearing God’s Call

26 February 2015
at 6pm at Christ Church Cathedral
At Oxford’s Cathedral at Christ Church, once each term, 
the 6pm Thursday Choral Eucharist will be about “Hearing 
God’s Call”, an opportunity for those who are considering 
God’s Call (in whatever form) to pray together, worship 
together, meet with others on a similar journey, and talk 
informally to members of the Diocesan Vocations Team. 
There will be time and space after the service to pray 
quietly and to talk.

The Dean has kindly offered drinks and supper afterwards; 
it would help with catering if you tell us you are coming, 
but please don’t stay away just because you didn’t register.

The Home of Devenish
Weymouth Dorset

There are 23 Bungalows and 
2 flats available to widows of 
clergymen of the Church of 
England or widows of officers 
of the armed services (excluding 
Territorial Army and Royal 
Naval Volunteer Reserve) 
providing they are members of 
the Church of England.

For further information or an application form please contact:

Mrs J Kemmis-Betty, The Home of Devenish,
Manor Coach House, Stottingway Street,

Weymouth, Dorset DT3 5QA

Telephone: 01305 813895
www.devenishhomes.org

Registered Charity No. 202400

Each property has 2 bedrooms, 
is unfurnished, occupied rent 
free and is centrally heated, 
decorated and maintained free 
of charge. Council tax is also 
paid by the Charity. They are 
not warden controlled.

Hearing God’s Call

26 February 2015
at 6pm at Christ Church Cathedral
At Oxford’s Cathedral at Christ Church, once each term, 
the 6pm Thursday Choral Eucharist will be about “Hearing 
God’s Call”, an opportunity for those who are considering 
God’s Call (in whatever form) to pray together, worship 
together, meet with others on a similar journey, and talk 
informally to members of the Diocesan Vocations Team. 
There will be time and space after the service to pray 
quietly and to talk.

The Dean has kindly offered drinks and supper afterwards; 
it would help with catering if you tell us you are coming, 
but please don’t stay away just because you didn’t register.www.tinyurl.com/hearinggodscall26feb15
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Saying ‘I do’ with Fairtrade gold

The wedding ring is a familiar 
symbol of permanent and loving 
commitment in a marriage ... 
and a new Fairtrade campaign is 

helping people to see how it can also be 
a symbol of our commitment to love our 
neighbours as ourselves, writes Maranda 
St John Nicolle.
   The “I do” campaign encourages couples 
to buy wedding rings made from Fairtrade 
gold, which is produced by small and 
artisanal miners who have received a price 
that is above the industry norm, as well as 
a premium that they can invest in social 
and environmental projects. 
   To qualify for Fairtrade certification, 
miners must meet key labour and 
environmental standards. The artisanal 
and small-scale gold industry, which 
employs around 25 million people 
worldwide, is rife with child labour and the 
unregulated use of toxic chemicals such 
as mercury and cyanide. The Fairtrade 
gold standard prohibits child labour and 
requires miners to reduce, and to safely 
manage, chemical use – with an additional 
premium for miners who eliminate 
harmful chemicals entirely.

   Christian activist and jeweller Greg 
Valerio, who has spent years helping to 
develop Fairtrade gold, has explained how 
using Fairtrade gold wedding rings in the 
UK could make a difference in some of the 
world’s most marginalised communities. If 
50,000 couples exchanged Fairtrade rings, 
he notes, around $1 million in premiums 
would be available for community projects 
such as education and mercury reduction.
   Greg says: “As a jeweller I know the value 
and joy that wedding and engagement 
rings brings to couples’ lives, as well as 
the jewellers’ income. The Church in the 
UK has the power to revolutionise the 
wedding ring purchase. If every member of 
a congregation, priest, minister and pastor 
promoted Fairtrade gold to their members 
and asked their high street jeweller to 
stock it, we would transform the lives 
of the poorest miners and be making a 
significant contribution to economic and 
environmental justice throughout our 
world. I ask the Church nationally, let’s 
bring the best Gold story in the World to 
every UK high street. Insist on Fairtrade 
Gold when you get married.”
   

Fairtrade has been successful in 
raising awareness of the need 
for justice and in improving 
the lives of millions of small 

farmers – but there’s still a lot that 
needs to happen. And we can be part 
of that.
   That’s the message of this year’s 
Fairtrade Fortnight, which runs 
from 23 February to 8 March. It’s 
partially a celebration – UK sales 
of Fairtrade products topped £1.7 
billion in 2013, and Fairtrade globally 
has been able to help transform the 
lives of more than 1.4 million people. 
Producers derive security and dignity 
from Fairtrade’s minimum prices, 
which cover the costs of sustainable 
production; its guarantees of labour 
rights; and its social premium, which 
enables investment in social and 
economic development.   
   Côte d’Ivoire cocoa farmer Traore 
Issouf has benefited. He comments: 
“Before we didn’t earn enough. Now 
when I get ill, the co-op looks after me. 
We have learnt to do pruning and to 
maintain our cocoa trees and now we 
get a better harvest.”
   But many Fairtrade producers are only 
able to sell a fraction of their production 
on the Fairtrade market – for tea, it’s 
only nine per cent on average - and 
there are hundreds of millions of 
producers who don’t yet have access to 
the Fairtrade system.  And while there’s 
been great progress in the UK in terms 
of shops selling Fairtrade products, if 
more producers are going to be able to 
access Fairtrade’s benefits, the market 
will need to expand further.
   So the Fairtrade Foundation has been 
asking shoppers to ask Tesco and Asda 
to make their bananas Fairtrade - which 
hundreds of people around our area 
have done. And this Fairtrade Fortnight, 
it’s asking all of us to take the “stock it” 
challenge, visiting our usual shops and 
eating places, seeing what they stock or 
serve, and asking them whether they’d 

be willing to expand the Fairtrade range 
they carry.
   The “stock it” challenge is one that 
many of us can also do in our homes 
and churches:  we may have Fairtrade 
tea in the cupboard but for those of us 
who have enough disposable income 
to choose what we buy, do we have 
Fairtrade jam, honey, and biscuits? Have 
we considered Fairtrade washing-up 
liquid and rubber gloves or Fairtrade 
cotton clothing?  Are our churches 
consistently making use of Fairtrade 
refreshments?
   Margaret Dykes of Chalfont St Giles, 
who was awarded the British Empire 
Medal in the New Years Honours List 
largely for her work with Traidcraft, 
explains: “As Christians the challenge 
is to make choices that enable the 
world’s poorest people to have the same 
freedoms and privileges that we enjoy.  
God teaches us to love our neighbours 
as ourselves and in our globalised 
world ‘our neighbours’ are anyone we 
trade directly or indirectly with.  It is 
wonderful how fairtrade has grown since 
I began this journey 28 years ago but 
there is still much to do.”
   For more ideas on the “stock it” 
challenge and other Fairtrade fortnight 
resources visit www.fairtrade.org.uk.

Fairtrade supporters form a human ring of gold to symbolise the human chain of miners who 
toil to make our gold rings Photo: David Parry/Wire For more see www.fairtrade.org.uk/

AROUND the diocese, churches are planning to put the kettle on so that Traidcraft’s Big 
Brew can mark its 10th year with an “extra strong” celebration.
    The Big Brew takes place annually in Fairtrade Fortnight. Churches and other groups 
are invited to hold an event with Fairtrade refreshments, raising awareness of the range 
of Fairtrade products available and how Fairtrade helps small producers worldwide.    
   Churches can also raise money for Traidcraft Exchange, the organisation’s charitable 
wing, which funds research, supports projects and engages in advocacy that helps some 
of the world’s most marginalised producers.
   Over the past decade churches in the Oxford Diocese have hosted some memorable 
Big Brews – highlights include events like the “Any Brew Will Do” celebration at Purley, 
featuring Fairtrade fruit kebabs and a Fairtrade puppets show,  and Crowthorne Mothers’ 
Union’s “Mad Hatter’s Tea Party” and Fairtrade film night. In 2010 there was even an 
episcopal “Big Brew,” gathering together Oxfordshire Fairtrade reps at Bishop Colin’s.
   This year is no different: in churches like All Saints, Loughton, in Milton Keynes, which 
will be holding a Big Brew after the service on 1 March; and Garsington in Oxfordshire, 
which is planning a soup lunch and Fairtrade stall for the previous Saturday - the 
creative juices are flowing. There’s an added incentive to make this year special: the 
UK Government has said that it will double all money raised by Big Brews and sent to 
Traidcraft by 3 April. The doubled money will enable Traidcraft Exchange to help small 
farmers around the world to grow crops more efficiently, earn more money for them, and 
have the resources to feed and raise their families.   

Win a Fairtrade Easter treat
   If your church isn’t involved yet, there’s still time. You can download invitations, posters, 
and an event guide from the Traidcraft website at www.traidcraft.co.uk/bigbrew, or 
order an event pack online or by ringing 0191 4976445. We’d love to hear what you do 
– and will be offering an Easter Fairtrade chocolate prize for the most creative Big Brew 
idea and the best Big Brew picture. Email your entries to door@oxford.anglican.org or 
write to the Big Brew contest, Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey Lane, Oxford, OX2 
0NB. The closing date for entries is Monday 16 March.

Brewing up for Fairtrade Fortnight Join the stock it challenge

 Pictured are Fairtraders ready for a Big Brew with Bishop Colin 
in Yarnton, Oxfordshire.  Photo: Maranda St John Nicolle. 
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CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL SCHOOL 
 

Independent School for boys aged 3 to 13 (co-ed Nursery) 
 

3 Brewer Street, Oxford OX1 1QW  
 

OPEN MORNING 
Tuesday 17th March 9.30am - 12noon 

 

For further details please contact:  
Laura Kemp 01865 242561 registrar@cccs.org.uk 

Investigating

faith 
Understanding Islam

16 – 19 March 2015 
A course that aims to give Christians 
an  introduction to  Islam as Muslims 
understand  it, and  to address 
questions  of  Christian  response. 
The course includes both Christian 
and Muslim speakers. 
£330: residential 
£150: non‐residential 
(3 nights/days all inclusive) 

 
St Stephen’s House, Oxford
+44 (0)1865 613500 
enquiries@ssho.ox.ac.uk  

www.ssho.ox.ac.uk
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St Stephen’s House  is a Permanent Private 
Hall of the University of Oxford. 

For well over a 
hundred years there 
has been an annual 
recognition of 
Education Sunday in 
England and Wales.

It is a national day of 
prayer and celebration for 
everyone in the world of 
education.

The theme is devised by 
an ecumenical steering 
group representing 
different Christian 
denominations and 
organisations. For 
some years it has been 
celebrated on the ninth 
Sunday before Easter. In 
the Diocese of Oxford 
our Schools Advisors are 
liaising with churches 
and schools to make sure 
that the event is marked 
in individual parishes 
and the importance of 
learning, especially in our 
many Church schools, is 
highlighted.

Nationally, resources 
have been produced as a 
springboard for a variety 
of events on or around 
the day. Your church may 

like to devote a whole 
service to celebrating the 
education theme on the 
nationally recognised 
Education Sunday  
(1 February). Or if not, 
you could hold a special 
service of rededication 
for staff and students at 
local schools, colleges and 
universities at the start 
of the academic year.

Education Sunday 
is promoted by an 
ecumenical steering 
group in association 
with the Churches’ 
Joint Education Policy 
Committee. The 
ecumenical steering 
group comprises 
representatives 
from the following 
eight organisations: 
Association of Christian 
Teachers, Baptist Union, 
Roman Catholic Church, 
Church of England 
National Society,  
Methodist Church, 
Student Christian 
Movement, Salvation 
Army and the United 
Reformed Church.

Education Sunday in 
England and Wales

the Door, February 2015, page 12



Advertisement Feature

             
  
 

Part-time TRAINING FOR EMPLOYED YOUTH AND 
CHILDREN’S WORKERS with Oxford CYM 

 

Certificate of Higher Education in  
Theology, Ministry and Mission 

 
(a CYM endorsed pathway in the Common Awards for Theology, Ministry and 

Mission validated by Durham University*) 
 
Take this opportunity to study alongside your job for a qualification that 
demonstrates professional and ministerial foundations - providing a solid 
start to a career in children, youth and mission work.  

Two-year part-time course with 3 entry points per year. 

Taster days: 10.30 am - 4.15 pm 

28th January 2015 
11th February 2015 

5th March 2015 
30th April 2015 
5th June 2015 

 
Contact Lynda Gerrard info@oxfordcym.com for more information  

or to book into an open day. 
 

“Making the decision to carve out this period of time to have the 
space to think, learn, be challenged will be the best decision you 

ever make!” 
Sam, CYM Graduate & Director of MSYN 

 
* CYM endorsed pathways are subject to the approval of required modules and amended pathways running in CYM partner 
Theological Colleges validated to deliver Durham University Common Awards  
 

www.youthchildrenmission.org 

Oxford CYM, CMS House, Watlington Road Oxford OX4 6BZ 

OPEN MORNING
Saturday 7 March from 10:30-12:30am

with Principal’s talk at 11:00am 

Christian education 
that gets results

CHRISTIAN IN CURRICULUM, CHARACTER AND COMMUNITY

www.tkswitney.org.uk

OPEN MORNING
Saturday 7 March from 10:30-12:30am

with Principal’s talk at 11:00am 

Christian education 
that gets results

CHRISTIAN IN CURRICULUM, CHARACTER AND COMMUNITY

www.tkswitney.org.uk

 A Permanent Private Hall 
of the University of Oxford

Registered Charity No. 1156892
Company No. 9007970

Wycliffe hall
The Evangelical College 
in the Heart of Oxford

www.wycliffehall.ox.ac.uk      01865 274205

•	 CofE Ordinand Common Awards
•	 Oxford Theology BA plus ministerial training
•	 Mixed Mode Training - 2 days in Oxford and the rest in 

your church/context
•	 Undergraduate & Postgraduate courses

 
7th March 

Book now 
online

Choose from our wide range of  
postgraduate programmes including  
Pastoral Theology, Contemporary  
Ethics, Christianity & Interreligious  
Relations and Psychology of Religion  
starting in September 2015.

Heythrop College is the specialist philosophy  
and theology college of the University of  
London. We have a 400 year history and an 
international reputation for academic excellence.

Join us at our Open Evening  
on Thursday 19 February 2015

Find out more at  
www.heythrop.ac.uk/pg

E admissionspg@heythrop.ac.uk 
q 020 7795 6600

Philosophy & Theology
UNIVERSITY OF LONDON

FAITH IN ACTION

POSTGRADUATE STUDY

AT HEYTHROP COLLEGE
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Disagreeing 
Christianly
by Colin Fletcher

Disagreement has 
always been part of 
the Christian story.  
Whether one thinks 

of the Council of Jerusalem; 
or the controversies that 
shaped the Nicene Creed; or 
the disputes that lie behind 
the 39 Articles – disagreement 
has always been part of the 
Christian story.
   And our generation is, of course, no different from any 
other.  With the consecrations of Libby Lane and Philip 
North we are beginning to work out in practice what it 
means both to welcome women as full members of the 
episcopate, and to retain an honoured place in the Church 
of England for those who disagree with this development.  
Likewise the appointment of the next Bishop of Maidstone 
will emphasise that Conservative Evangelicals maintain an 
equally honoured place as well.
   But, and this is a big ‘but’, these provisions in relation to 
the ordination of women to the episcopate, do not mean 
that other disagreements have come to an end.
   As these letters show, the questions surrounding the 
permissible expression of our sexuality remain a hot topic 
for debate – at least in some quarters. Many, I know, just 
wish that the Church would stop talking about sex and 
would get on with other things that they see as far more 
important.  But others – both those who want to see a 
more ‘liberal’ approach, and those who want to see a more 
‘traditional orthodoxy’ reasserted – argue that the debate 
cannot be ducked both for the health of society and for the 
good of the Church.

“...fellow believers disagreed 
passionately, but Christianly...”

   All of which lies behind the ‘Shared Conversations’ 
launched by the Archbishops in which every diocese will 
have a small number of people participating (we’ll have 
24) over the coming months (ours is in January 2016).  
These will be designed to see what we can hold together 
(for instance that all people, whatever their age, gender, 
ethnicity or sexuality are made in God’s image and are 
to be loved as such) and what are the points/fissures/
cracks/chasms that divide us. Some are arguing that to 
take part in such a conversation is already to have gone 
too far.  After all the pursuit of holiness, a requirement 
for every Christian, means that we must be willing to 
draw boundaries at times. But my hope would be that 
those from all ‘sides’ would be willing to take part in these 
conversations.

“...in the pursuit of truth, and in 
the context of love...”

   Now, I don’t know what conclusions will be reached, but 
I do know that Christian history has some good examples 
of where fellow believers disagreed passionately, but 
Christianly – and, sadly, plenty of others where people 
lost sight of each other’s importance to God. My prayer, 
therefore, is that our disagreements in this generation may 
be characterised by a robust Christian outworking in the 
pursuit of truth, and in the context of love, as that will be 
a great gift both to ourselves, and to many others.
   The Rt Revd Colin Fletcher is the Acting Bishop of 
Oxford. 

Letters to the editor are very welcome and should be sent either by email to jo.duckles@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Letters 
at the Door, Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey, Oxford OX2 0NB. The Editor reserves the right to edit all submissions. Letters 
sent electronically will be more likely to be published. Letters should be no more than 300 words.

A favourite chestnut of revisionists
The Dean of Christ Church in his review (Dec 2014) used 
the opportunity to advance his own views on this matter by 
comparing the homosexuality issue with that of slavery.
   This argument is a favourite chestnut for the revisionist 
lobby. It is proposed that slavery is an example of 
something Scripture seems to say is okay but we, because 
we understand the Bible’s ‘inclusive trajectory’, now know 
to be wrong. From this comes the conclusion that even 
if the Bible does speak against homosexual practice, we 
today should follow the same trajectory and take a more 
enlightened view.
   There are at least two things wrong with this reasoning. 
First, it elevates human reason above scripture. It is the 
essence of Anglicanism to use reason (and tradition) to 
understand and apply Scripture, not to sit in judegment on 
it.
   Secondly, a careful reading of Scripture does not give, and 
should never have given, any lasting theological basis for 
slavery. In the Old Testament, Israelites were commanded 
not to enslave each other because it went against the idea 
of brotherly love (Lev 25 v39-43). Taking foreign slaves 
from those defeated in war was probably an inevitable 

practice, and the OT law was realistic about this, but it did 
carefully regulate the treatment of slaves and the intended 
result would have been a better alternative to a defeated 
enemy being killed or left to starve. 
   In the New Testament, the early Church was not in a 
position to abolish slavery, but slave traders are listed 
among the ungodly in 1 Tim 1 and Paul urges Philemon to 
welcome back his runaway slave as a free brother in Christ. 
Pastoral advice to slaves was given for their wellbeing in 
Christ and their witness to their masters.     
   Taking such verses about Christian slaves serving well 
and showing respect to their masters, and then using 
them out of context to resist the abolition of the cruel 
and heinous Atlantic slave trade carried on in the 18th 
century, always was a blatant mis-use of Scripture, which 
true Evangelical Christians like Wilberforce, Wesley and 
Newton could see. It was the sceptical, ‘liberal’, revival-
hating Anglican establishment of the day that couldn’t see 
anything much wrong with slavery, because it didn’t believe 
the bible could be so supernaturally radical as to challenge 
the assumptions and vested interests of the age.
The Revd Martin Kuhrt, Bedgrove

‘Showing respect’
We read with some surprise the book reviews by Martyn 
Percy in December’s edition of the Door (page 5). First he 
writes a glowing tribute to Bishop Alan Wilson’s More Perfect 
Union, in which the Bishop argues for the acceptance of same 
sex marriage, and in doing so contradicts the teaching of the 
Church of England and the recent statements of the House 
of Bishops. 
   It is extraordinary that a serving Bishop can attack the 
basic values of the organisation he works for and from which 
he draws his salary in this way – in any other walk of life, it 
would result in suspension followed by an investigation. The 
Bishop of Willesden was given six months ‘gardening leave’ 
for disrespectful words about the monarchy on his blog in 
2011. Throughout his book Bishop Alan rudely dismisses 
those who hold the traditional Christian position on sex and 
marriage. We are described as a “self-righteous conservative 
rump” and a “tiny clique of reactionary activists” who 
hold a “homophobic theology”. That is hardly the best way 
to serve as a focus of unity.  We believe that such public 
support for Bishop Alan’s views in the Door will cause further 
unnecessary division.  
   Dr Percy goes on to attack Is God Anti-Gay? by Sam 
Allberry, a fellow clergyman in the Oxford Diocese. Sadly, 
considering the reviewer is a respected academic, he fails 
to engage properly with Sam’s material, nitpicking on 
one phrase, dismissing in half a paragraph Sam’s careful 
exposition of Scripture, and using the review not to enable 
a consideration of Allberry’s book but to advance his own 
personal understanding of the same sex issue. 
   “Conversations” are being arranged in the Diocese on this 
difficult topic. Well known views are strongly advanced on 
both sides of the argument about same sex relationships. 
Surely the role of senior figures in the Diocese is to set an 

example of being even-handed, showing respect to those 
with whom they disagree.  
   Having published this article, please could the Door ensure 
that equal ‘air time’ is now given to those who with similar 
conviction advance the arguments for the teaching of the 
Church of England, the Lambeth Conference and the Bible 
on this matter? 
The Revd W Stileman, St Mary’s Maidenhead 
The Revd M Balfour, St Peter’s Maidenhead 
The Revd R Coombs, Burford Benefice 
The Revd P Bickersteth, Arborfield and Barkham 
The Revd W Pearson-Gee, Buckingham Benefice 
The Revd M Kuhrt, Church of the Holy Spirit Bedgrove 
The Revd G Lane, St Mary’s Aylesbury 
The Revd V Roberts, St Ebbe’s Oxford 
The Revd D Andrew, St Mary’s White Waltham & Shottesbrooke 
The Revd Dr J Kennedy, Chipping Norton Benefice 
The Revd J Shepherd, Great Chesham 
The Revd P Eddy, Stanford in the Vale with Goosey and Hatford 
Canon Dr C Sugden, General Synod 
The Revd A Symes, Kingston Bagpuize with Fyfield and Tubney 
The Revd S Cansdale, Great Chesham 
A Horn, St Ebbe’s in Headington, Oxford 
The Revd T Butlin, St Peter’s Loudwater 
The Revd S Baily, Great Chesham 
The Revd A Wingfield Digby, St Andrew’s North Oxford 
The Revd J Vaughan, St Andrew’s North Oxford 
The Revd T Watts, Parish of Great Chesham 
The Revd D Uffindell, Sunningdale and Area Dean of Bracknell 
The Revd S Cooke, Sunningdale 
The Revd W Hunter Smart, St Nicholas Newbury 
We recognise that the issue of human sexuality is an emotive one and that 
there have been a range of responses to Professor Percy’s review. We are 
happy to publish these letters as a response - Editor. 

‘Reading with care and wisdom’
Many thanks for Martin Percy’s review of the books by 
Bishop Alan and Sam Allberry. As the debate about sexual-
ity will inevitably hot up in the coming year they are both 
required reading if one is going to come to an understanding 
of the biblical texts, whether in close detail or overarching 
principles.  
   As Martyn Percy points out it’s really ‘not about sexuality.  
It is about how to read the bible with care and wisdom’. I’d 
like to also recommend to your readers Bible Gender Sexual-
ity by James V Brownson. This an in-depth discussion of 
what seem to be biblical prohibitions on sexual expression 
in order to bring out the moral logic behind the texts, and 
Changing our Mind in which David P Gushee, the leading 
evangelical ethics scholar, explains his journey to full accept-
ance of Christians of all sexualities in the Church. 

   Can I also appeal to those who will feel the need to express 
their opinions on the meaning of our scriptures to do so 
with Jesus’s command to ‘love God and love our neighbour 
as ourselves’ in mind? Sexuality is personal, not an abstract, 
and a lack of sensitivity has already resulted in too much 
hurt.  
   This summer my wife and I felt called to set up a ministry 
to journey with fellow parents who find their children’s 
sexuality difficult to come to terms with and to share our 
insights of our own journey over the last 13 years. We’d also 
like to make ourselves available to those who feel excluded 
by the Christian Church’s attitudes to their sexuality. Our 
contact details and mission statement are below. 
 
The Revd Derek Witchell,JOELministries 
 joelministries.blogspot.co.uk



16 God in the life of…
AUTHOR Stephen Lawhead 
blends history, science fiction 
and fantasy into his popular 
novels. He tells Jo Duckles 
about his faith journey and 
his path to becoming a 
professional novelist based in 
Oxford.

I met Stephen in the home he shares 
with his wife, Alice, where evidence 
of his creative work, paintings and 
books, can be spotted everywhere. 

Stephen tells me his story which starts 
in Nebraska in the 1950s, with President 
Eisenhower in power and the Cuban 
Missile Crisis taking place during his 
formative years. He was raised in a Baptist 
family and made a personal commitment 
to Christ at university. 
    “Even for someone raised in the Church, 
there comes a time when you have to 
decide whether to move closer to Jesus 
and make your faith your own or to 
distance yourself. A lot of people distance 
themselves in a sort of rebellion. You have 
to do that to find out where you are and 
show that you are not just an extension 
of your parents,” says Stephen. “I did not 
rebel, as such, but I came to the conclusion 
that I really liked a lot of what the Church 
did, the people involved in it, its teachings 
– and in my first year at university decided 
that it would be for me.”
   After an art degree, Stephen began 
a three year Masters in Theology at a 
seminary in Chicago which he abandoned 
within a few weeks  of finishing when 
he landed a job with Campus Life 
Magazine, an outreach of Youth for Christ 
International. “Along with my theological 
studies, I’d been taking extra classes in 
writing – something I had an itch to do. 
One evening after class, I was asked by 
the lecturer – who also happened to be 
a magazine publisher – if I would like to 
work for his magazine,“ says Stephen, 
who took the job and stayed for five years, 
before leaving to concentrate on writing 
fiction.
    “For the magazine, I interviewed 

celebrities and sporting figures and wrote 
articles on anything of interest to high 
school and college-age people,” he says.  
“The magazine was a great proving ground 
for writing and one day I decided to put 
a piece of paper in the typewriter and try 
my hand at fiction. I was naïve enough to 
think that I would write a book, sell it and 
then be up and running. But, if it didn’t 
work out there were enough magazines 
around that I could probably get another 
job.”
   Stephen likens writing to riding a bike.  
“If you are not pedalling you are falling off. 
What I learnt very quickly was that you 
must maintain a certain momentum in 
order to succeed. It’s about keeping your 
books on the shelf.” 
   Stephen considers that all of his books 
have a spiritual theme running through 
them.  “For example, in the fantasy 
series The Song of Albion, I look at true 
sovereignty. It occurred to me that church 
folk talk about Jesus as king, but most of 
us don’t have a very good idea of what a 
true king really is. For the ancient Celts, a 

king would have been a man who lives out 
of himself for his people – he spends his 
life sacrificially in every way. That, for me, 
became a picture of what true sovereignty 
looks like,” says Stephen. It was research 
for his Arthurian series, The Pendragon 
Cycle in the 1980s that brought the 
Lawhead family to the UK. 
   “Oddly enough, there wasn’t a lot of King 
Arthur material in Nebraska and when I 
came to the UK and toured some of the 
ancient sites they awakened the latent 
historian in me. It was fascinating to learn 
what the Romans got up to, for example – 
it was all new to me. And once I got started 
down that furrow I kept on ploughing,” 
says Stephen, who finds visiting an actual 
place to get a sense of the landscape, 
people, and atmosphere the best form of 
research. 
   “I remember sitting on a rock at Tintagel 
Castle in Cornwall, overlooking Merlin’s 
Bay. I found out that at 3pm on a winter’s 
day, the sun is going down in the west 
and that the bay has completely filled up 
with water, and there are seacaves, and 

the rocks are alive with birds – well, just 
to observe something like that is easier 
than making it up. I used to go around 
with a notebook and take detailed notes 
but I quit because even that was getting in 
the way. But if I experience something, it 
will come back to me when I need it. I can 
unpack it later because I was there.” 
   Stephen and Alice lived in Oxford city 
centre and worshipped at St Aldate’s 
Church, where they found the Sunday 
School was great for their sons. They 
were confirmed as Anglicans by the 
Bishop of Pontefract to enable them to 
carry out duties including administering 
communion. They stayed at St Aldate’s 
until they moved to Austria, where 
Alice took a job at  the Schloss Mittersill 
Christian Conference Centre in the Alps.
After four years the couple moved back 
to Iffley in Oxford and, with a principle 
of worshipping at the church closest to 
their home, quickly became members of 
St Mary’s Church. There Alice has been 
involved in ongoing work to encourage 
more families with young children to join. 
   Travelling is close to the Lawheads’ 
hearts and when I met Stephen he had just 
returned from a promotional tour of the 
US that saw him travel 2,762 miles taking 
in the East Coast, Boston, Nashville, 
Atlanta and North and South Carolina, 
finishing with three days in New York. 
It may sound like a lot, but Stephen and 
Alice travel as often as they can. They 
were in Syria three days before the war 
broke out, and in Egypt during the fall of 
Mubarak. Both of these locations are used 
in Stephen’s latest series, Bright Empires. 
  So as 2015 starts Stephen, who works 
five days a week, using Saturday as a catch 
up day (and always taking Sundays off), 
has begun work on a fantasy epic that sees 
him return to his mythic history roots. His 
routine is to spend eight or nine months 
writing and three months perfecting a 
book, usually completing one each year. 
Stephen and Alice have two grown-up 
sons, Drake and Ross. Stephen’s hobbies 
include walking, painting, music and 
home brewing. 

& SON LIMITED
FUNERAL DIRECTORS     EST. 1826

A.B.WALKER

Five generations of professional 
service, experience and care. 
For personal 24hr assistance 
0118 957 3650
Ask about our award winning 
funeral plans

www.abwalker.co.uk

GLOBAL CATHOLIC NETWORK

EWTN
CATHOLIC TV

IS NOW ON SKY 
– EPG 589

Radio is on EPG 0147

For information & free monthly
programme call

0208 350 2542

Live TV at www.ewtn.co.uk
£175 total cost for equipment and installation

With no monthly costs

LeadcraftLeadcraft
Stained Glass Studio

STAINED GLASS ARTISTS
AND CRAFTSMEN

Traditional leaded lights made and
repaired.

Specialists in reproduction of hand painted
and decorative glass for windows and

doors and also internal window cleaning
Ecclesiastical and Residential

3 Malthouse Lane, Reading RG1 7JA
Tel: 0118 956 8534  
Fax: 0118 957 5865

www.leadcraftstainedglass.co.uk
By appointment only

CHURCH PEWS
UNCOMFORTABLE?

WHY NOT TRY SAFEFOAM’S TOP QUALITY
UPHOLSTERED FOAM PEW CUSHIONS?

www.safefoam.co.uk Freephone 0800 015 44 33
Free Sample Pack of foam & fabrics sent by first class mail

When phoning please quote TD0215

Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green,
Hoghton, Preston PR5 0SN

TAYLORS
(OF OXFORD)

AND ACCESSORIES
Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear 

and Robemakers
109 COWLEY ROAD
OXFORD OX4 1HU

TEL & FAX: (01865) 722022

• Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and Cottas 
• Albs • Stocks • Vergers and Preaching Gowns 

• Preaching Scarves • Stoles • Hoods 
• Girdles and Cinctures • Shirts and much more
ACADEMIC • LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL

ROBEMAKERS

www.taylorsofoxford.com

WWW.CROSSRHYTHMS.CO.UK/DIRECT
 OR CALL 01782 251000

Thousands of 
CDs and DVDs 
at only £9.97

And thousands of CDs and DVDs 
now have FREE POSTAGE

Check out thousands of amazing books and DVDs...

Do your shopping 
in comfort 

and confidence at 
Cross Rhythms Direct.  

Music, books 
and DVDs for life...

Stephen in his garden in Iffley. Photo: Jo Duckles. 
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The Wilderness
David Winter on retreating 
into our own ‘wilderness’ as we 
approach Lent. 

It’s remarkable what a prominent role 
the ‘wilderness’ takes in the story of 
the Bible. Almost every important 
step forward in the unfolding saga 

involves it in one form or another: Moses 
at the burning bush, Jacob at Penuel, 
David fleeing from Saul, the loneliness of 
Mount Horeb where Elijah heard the voice 
of God in the ‘sound of sheer silence’. And 
the New Testament instantly picks up the 
same tale: John the Baptist, ‘the voice of 
one crying in the wilderness’, and of course 
the testing of Jesus which took place there 
after his baptism. St Paul went to the 
wilderness (Arabia) after his conversion, to 
think through before God its implications. 
It seems that things can be resolved in the 
‘wilderness’ that can’t be worked out in the 
frenzy of daily life.
   Anyone who has visited the wilderness 
of Judea - the traditional site of Christ’s 
temptation by Satan - will have been 
struck by its utter emptiness. Rocks and 
boulders litter the land. Virtually nothing 
grows. No-one lives there. It looks like 
those pictures of the surface of the moon. 
In that kind of landscape you are really on 
your own. 
   We live today in an incredibly noisy and 
busy world. Planes roar overhead, traffic 
thunders along the motorways, music 
of one kind or another is the constant 
background to our lives. And when it’s not, 
there’s the tablet, the smart phone or the 
mobile and we’re at it again. If in the rural 

culture of biblical times people needed, at 
crucial moments in their lives, to retreat 
to the silence of the wilderness, then how 
much more should we? 
   Finding the ‘wilderness’ may be harder 
for modern people, but it is there if we 
really want to find it. Walking the dog 
through the park or the woods, sitting 
in the garden or unobtrusively in an 
empty church, may create for us that 
space and opportunity to listen which 

those silent deserted acres did in biblical 
times. So might a long train journey (as 
I’ve discovered), though you may need to 
sit with eyes closed to avoid distracting 
conversation. Of course, a retreat centre 
can provide the quietness we need, 
especially if we remember that the 
‘timetable’ is not obligatory.
   The truth is that the ‘wilderness’ of the 
spirit is an interior experience, not solely 
dependent on our physical circumstances. 

Going into the wilderness for people like 
Jesus was a conscious decision, usually 
in response to an inward prompting. 
Sometimes it was for a short time, to see 
a vision or hear a message. Sometimes - as 
with Jesus in Judea and Paul in Arabia - it 
was probably much longer, because these 
were life-changing spiritual transactions. 

“...the wilderness of 
the spirit is an interior 
experience...”

   But we know that Jesus also ‘went into 
the wilderness’ briefly and without literally 
decamping to the desert. ‘While it was 
still very dark’ he found a ‘deserted place’ 
for prayer near Capernaum at the end 
of an incredibly hectic day (Mark 1:35). 
There must be millions of places where 
Christians have found down the ages 
such a ‘desert place’, from garden sheds to 
attics, from bedrooms to river banks.
   As Lent approaches, it’s worth reminding 
ourselves that it’s not so much that we go 
to the wilderness as that the wilderness 
comes to us. It is our intention that 
counts, not our location. It is the Father 
himself who makes the space, conducts the 
quietness and draws us once again into his 
loving purposes.
The Revd Canon David Winter is a 
former Diocesan Adviser on evangelism, 
former BBC head of religious affairs, 
a broadcaster and the author of many 
books. www.davidwinter-author.co.uk 
Photo: iStock. 

by Sue Morton

Rebellious fountain pens, black 
inky fingers and white wedding 
dresses do not make good 
companions.  I had been told 

recently that preparing myself for a 
service was as important as preparing for 
the service itself – good advice I decided.  
However, I rather think that these wise 
words referred to the preparation of hearts 
rather than fingers and I hadn’t bargained 
on spending precious time scrubbing inky 
hands with washing up liquid and wire 
wool as I nervously prepared for my first 
wedding.
    By God’s grace, it all came together.  
I arrived at the church with marriage 
registers duly completed in black ink – the 
pen having finally learned a bit of self 
control at the last minute.  The church was 
a hive of activity, with the verger verging, 
the ushers ushing and a rather nervous 
groom in smart black morning dress 
wandering around a little aimlessly.

    And then, in a swirl of white, the bride 
arrived, looking gorgeous of course, and 
it all flowed.  Before I knew it we were 
up at the high altar where, following the 
blessing, the bride and groom turned 
and made their way down the aisle to a 
paparazzi style photo shoot.  And I felt 
that strange sense - no doubt all too 
common to priests - of a job well done, 
followed by immediate redundancy.
   Then the champagne flowed, the 
canapés circulated, conversations and 
greetings exchanged as the married couple 
celebrated in the beautiful surroundings 
of a nearby stately home.  The newly 
weds positively glowed!  And there were 
opportunities for interesting conversations 
with some of the wedding party.  
    These conversations were mainly as a 
result of: a) my attempts at welcoming in 
Dutch some guests from Holland, at the 
beginning of the service, thanks to some 
coaching from a fellow priest (although the 
guests rapidly realised that my vocabulary 

only consisted of ‘Good Afternoon and 
welcome to the wedding’); b) questions 
relating to my gift of a coat hanger to the 
couple during the address which linked 
with the reading they had chosen from 
Colossians.  
   Later there was time to reflect on where 
God was in all this.  For me. For them. As I 

pondered, black and white had rather been 
the theme of the day: the bride’s white 
wedding dress, the groom’s black morning 
suit, the rebellious pen, the marriage 
registers and my reading of Psalm 121 that 
morning, the black ink standing out on the 
white page of my Bible.
   “I lift up my eyes to the hills —
    from where will my help come?
    My help comes from the Lord,
    who made heaven and earth.”
   In the church in the hollow of the Valley, 
as we stood on the chancel steps, the bride, 
the groom and I were held.  God was with 
us.   Did they sense this?  I don’t know.  
But I trust that God works in us and 
through us, using us as a kind of conduit, 
pouring his love into us and allowing it to 
flow out.  Rather like heavenly ink filling 
a somewhat ordinary - and sometimes 
rebellious - fountain pen.
   The Revd Sue Morton is a Curate in the 
Hambleden Valley. 

The muddy curate’s first wedding in black and white

February 2015



February prayer diary
The following is for guidance only, please feel free to adapt to local conditions and, if you wish, produce your own deanery prayer diaries.

Our purpose is to create a caring, 
sustainable and growing Christian 
presence in every part of the Diocese 
of Oxford.

 
‘What does the Lord require of you but to 
do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk 
humbly with your God?’ - Micah 6.8 

Pray to the Father through the Son in 
the power of the Spirit for: 
 
MONDAY 2  Candlemas. Claydon 
Deanery. David Meakin, Andrew 
Lightbown, Ron Aspinall and Lorna 
Piper. For the work of the Church 
Schools within the deanery and for all 
involved in preserving the rural way of 
life.

TUESDAY 3 Schorne (Team 
Ministry). David Meakin, Mary 
Cruddas, Jim Gorringe, Phillip Mears, 
Janet Bayly, Andrew Lightbown, Robert 
Kemp.   The Team Consultation being 
held on February 14 and that the 
various building initiatives within the 
Team may progress smoothly.  Quainton 
(VC) and North Marston (VC) Schools, 
Waddesdon Academy and Westcott (VA) 
School. 

WEDNESDAY 4 The Claydons and 
Swan (Team Ministry).  David 
Hiscock, Wendy Callan, Angela Mann 
and Dianne Phillips. Please pray for 
the new Pastoral Care Training Course 
being launched across the Team and 
for villages and churches in the Team 
increasingly affected by plans for HS2. 
Marsh Gibbon (VA) School and Twyford 
(VC) School. 

THURSDAY 5 Winslow with Great 
Horwood and Addington.  For this 
benefice as they go through the vacancy 
process and seek a new Rector that the 
right person feels called to lead the 
three churches of the Benefice. Please 
remember those parishioners who are 
coming to terms living with long term 
illnesses and give thanks as to how 
members within the three churches 
are using their talents to help our 
churches grow and support each other. 
Particularly pray for the churchwardens 
and visiting ministers taking on extra 
responsibilities.  

FRIDAY 6 Burnham and Slough 
Deanery. Rod Cosh, Mark Johnson, 
Zarah Wilson, Bob Chapman, Allen 
Walker, Linda Hillier, Richard Rooley, 
Michael Wilcockson, Vera Hunt and 
Roger Williams. Please pray for this 
the most diverse of our Deaneries as 
the churches seek to bear witness in a 
multi-cultural environment where there 
are extremes of poverty and wealth. For 
Bishop’s Council who meet today.

SATURDAY 7 Burnham.  Bill Jackson 
and  Jim Barlow.  For our ministry team 
in their work in St Peter’s; for our work 
in Cornerstone and all our volunteers;  
our outreach to the Mona Lisa Project 
and the London Run and to The 
Beautiful Gate in Lesotho and The Hope 
& Trust Project in Jordan. St Peter’s 
(VA) School. Please pray for National 
Marriage Week which begins today. 

MONDAY 9 Cippenham.  Janet 
Minkinnen. General Synod. 
 
TUESDAY 10 Eton, Eton Wick, 
Boveney and Dorney.  La Stacey 
and Alison Hassall. For growing 
opportunities to make links between 
our communities and our churches; for 
joy and love in ministry and service; and 
for discernment as we consider ways to 
use the church building in Eton more 
effectively. Eton Porny  and Eton Wick 
(VC) Schools. General Synod. 

WEDNESDAY 11 Hitcham. Nicky 
Pledger and Alan Pledger.  For the 
Alpha course which has been running 
since January and for preparations for 
a church weekend away in May. General 
Synod.

THURSDAY 12  Taplow and 
Dropmore. Alan Dibden. For 
churchwardens and PCCs of both 
parishes as they work to put in place 
appropriate management of the parishes 
on the retirement of the current 
incumbent this year. Taplow St Nicholas 
Academy. General Synod. Partnership in 
World Mission Meeting. 

FRIDAY 13 Colnbrook and Datchet 
(The Southern Group Ministry).
Peter Wyard, Rod Cosh and Suzanne 
Johnson. Please pray for the launch of 
the new Vision for St Mary’s Datchet 
at our Parish Away Day on March 14, 
and a genuine desire to go deeper with 
God together and for more people in St 
Thomas’ Colnbrook to step forward to 
take leadership responsibility and ease 
the load on those bearing it at present. 
Colnbrook Academy, Churchmead (VA) 
School and St Mary’s Academy. General 
Synod. 

SATURDAY 14 St Valentine’s Day. 
Horton and Wraysbury. Colin Gibson, 
Mike Miller and Beryl Walters.  In 
Horton please give thanks for steady 

growth over the past year and for 
Wraysbury please pray for wisdom as 
we continue to form our Mission Action 
Plan. Bishop John Went confirming at 
Downe House School.

MONDAY 16 Langley Marish.  
Robin Grayson, Colin Hartley, Bruce 
Russell and Bill Birmingham.  For the 
development of our Parish Mission 
Action Plan and for its impact on our life 
and witness as the Body of Christ and 
for health, strength and renewed vision 
for the Parish Leadership Team.

TUESDAY 17 Shrove Tuesday. Upton-
cum-Chalvey. Andrew Allen, Alistair 
Stewart, Linda Hillier, Julie Wearing, 
and Robert Walker. For the continuing 
work with the schools in the parish – 
Slough and Eton Academy and St Mary’s 
(VC) School Slough and the continuing 
work with the homeless.

WEDNESDAY 18 Ash Wednesday. 
Britwell. Please pray for this parish 
during their vacancy as they seek 
a new leader. Please give thanks to  
God for Cassie and Susan - for all 
the joy, enthusiasm and effort they 
put into leading our youth work; and 
for the volunteers they encourage to 
also participate. For grace, wisdom 
and strength for all those involved in 
leading services, worship, mid-week 
activities during this season of “DIY 
Church” at St George’s.

THURSDAY 19 Farnham Royal with 
Hedgerley. Graham Saunders and 
Gordon Briggs.  For new energy and 
support for our Mission Action Plan and 
for the unity and strengthening of our 
three churches together. Farnham Royal 
Aided School. 

FRIDAY 20 Manor Park – St John 
the Baptist and Whitby Road St 
Michael. For this benefice in vacancy 
and the process of discernment in the 
appointments process. 

SATURDAY 21 St Paul’s Slough. Mike 
Cotterell, Kat Aboud, Gilbert David 
and Uzma David. For funding for the 
major building project within the church 
building and for the growth of our Youth 
Work leading to discipleship.

MONDAY 23 Stoke Poges. Harry 
Latham and Andrew Parry.  For the 

SUNDAYS:   8am Holy Communion; 10am Matins (coffee in Priory Room);  
11.15am Sung Eucharist; 6pm Evensong. 

WEEKDAYS:   7.15am Morning Prayer; 7.35am Holy Communion;  
1pm (Wednesday only) Holy Communion;  
6pm Evensong (Thursday Sung Eucharist 6pm). 

                Tel: 01865 276155        www.chch.ox.ac.uk

Services at Christ Church Cathedral

If you, or someone 
you know would like 

more information about 
Gilead or would like to 
make an application, 

please contact:  
Laura Alm   

Tel: 01837 851240 
Fax: 01837 851520 

laura.alm@gilead.org.uk

www.gilead.org.uk

Gilead Foundations 
is a Therapeutic 
Community, 

Based on a 300  
acre dairy farm in  
rural Devon, Gilead 
uses the Genesis 
Process Relapse 
Prevention programme 
with our clients. 

offering a residential 
rehabilitation 
programme, called 
KEY, for people 
with life-controlling 
addictions, such 
as drug or alcohol 
abuse, homelessness, 
gambling, eating 
disorders, self harm, 
and other addictive 
behaviours. 

Advertising



The following is for guidance only, please feel free to adapt to local conditions and, if you wish, produce your own deanery prayer diaries.

Our Bishops on Sundays
SUNDAY 1 Education Sunday. Bishop Colin confirming at 
Minster Lovell. 

SUNDAY 8 Bishop Colin confirming at St Edward’s School, 
Oxford.  Bishop David Jennings confirming at Wycombe 
Abbey School. 

SUNDAY 15 Poverty Action Sunday. 

SUNDAY 22 First Sunday of Lent.  Bishop Colin 
confirming at Witney.   
 
A short guide to special Sundays and other events 
(with a global focus) from Christian Concern for 
One World that you may wish to pray for in 2015 is 
available at www.tinyurl.com/pobjgmh  

success and blessing of our new after 
school Discovery Club, led by TJ and 
Tara and for the continued flourishing 
of our Friday Night Open Youth Club 
and that many would want to try the 
7Up Sunday Group. Fairtrade Fortnight 
begins. 

TUESDAY 24 Iver. Robert Gooding 
and Jim Dashper.  For our part-time 
Parish Administrator who started 
work on 1 December, that this key 
appointment will release the vicar and 
others to spend more time on preaching, 
teaching, pastoral care and mission. 
For increased opportunities for mission 
and outreach into the community in 
2015, particularly among young people 
following the appointment of our new 
part-time youth worker.

WEDNESDAY 25 Iver Heath. Andrew 
Montgomerie and John Mitchell.  For 
continued growth and development of 
the new youth group ‘LS Plus’ and for 
the work of our ‘Church in Community’ 
project.

THURSDAY 26 Wexham. Mary Kent. 
For Mary and husband Ted as they 
continue to settle in to the parish, 
deanery and diocese. For wisdom 
for the parish in the appointment of 
a  new churchwarden at the AGM; 
for discernment in considering  the 
enormous potential of the parish and 
seeking priorities for outreach. The 
various groups who meet in our church 
hall and our relationship with them. 

FRIDAY 27 Mission Department 
– Mission in the World. Alison 
Webster, Joanna Collicutt, Glyn Evans 
and Maranda St John Nicolle. Please 
pray for this team as they support a 
large network of volunteers across 
the diocese working in the areas of 
social responsibility, spiritual care of 
older people, rural issues and world 
development. 

SATURDAY 28 Consultation on 
Rural Governance. Please pray for 
Archdeacons Karen and Olivia together 
with Charles Chadwick as they lead this 
consultation on new ways of organising 
the rural church and  ‘Lightening the 
Load’.   
 

 

 

 
 

 

The Revd Annie Goldthorp will take up 
post as Vicar of Deddington with Barford, 
Clifton and Hempton; The Revd Dr 
Margaret Yates will take up post as SSM 
Associate Minister at Newbury St Nicolas 
and St Mary; The Revd Cathy Smith will 
move to Beaconsfield as Associate Priest; 
The Revd Sarah Tillett has left her post as 
Priest in Charge of Bloxham with Milcombe 
and South Newington; The Revd Mary 
Barnes will be retiring from her post as 
Vicar of Old Windsor, Maidenhead and 
Windsor; The Revd Graham Lunn will 

be leaving his post as Curate in Training 
at Reading St Mark’s and All Saints; The 
Revd John Wigram will be leaving his post 
as Rector of Hambleden Valley; The Revd 
Adrian Hirst will be leaving his post as 
Rector of Denham. 
The following have been given Permission 
to Officate: The Revd Paul Le Sueur; 
The Revd David Wippell. We recall with 
sadness the deaths of: Judith Saunders; 
Edna Conibear; The Revd Euan 
Henderson; The Revd Geoffrey Jameson 
and The Revd Raymond Nichols.

Coming and Goings

Prayer for the Bishop of Oxford vacancy
Gracious Lord and shepherd of your pilgrim Church,
We bless you and praise you that you have gathered us, 
from across this Diocese, 
to be one flock, within one fold.

By your Spirit, 
Give us wisdom, courage and faith
as we seek a faithful pastor who will 
sustain us on the journey,
feed us with word and sacrament
and nurture our ‘Living Faith’,
inspiring us to follow you ever more closely.

This we ask in the name of Jesus,
our loving, faithful shepherd
who is the beginning 
and the end 
of all that we are 
and seek 
and do.  Amen.  

Competition winners
Congratulations to the winners of our competitions in the Stable Door - Mrs Carter from 
Calvert, Bucks; Bill Withers from Marlborough, Wilts and Betty Course from Newport 
Pagnell have all won a copy of Exploring God’s Love in Everyday Life by Yvonne Morris. 
Stephen and Peggy Sidebotham from Weedon, Aylesbury; Elma Kallenborn from 
Wokingham and Mrs Bass from Earley have all won a copy of On Angel Wings by  
Michael Morpurgo. 

Luxury 3 bed villa 
(all ensuite) Sleeps 6/8, near

Carvoeiro. Own pool,
all mod cons. Situated on
Pestana Golf Resort. Golf,

Tennis, Outdoor bowls.
Full details and brochure:

Brian Chambers

ALGARVE

info@casa-oleander.co.uk
www.casa-oleander.co.uk

Tel: 02380 265 683

We practise and teach Christian
contemplative meditation at 
residential and day courses 

at our centre in Dorchester and at 
other retreat centres   in the UK.

We use meditative sentences to still the mind, to focus our attention 
on God, and to serve as channels through which the power 

of the Spirit can enter our hearts.
Our members also gather in local groups.  For further details please 

contact:
The Secretary, The Fellowship of Meditation

8 Prince of Wales Road, Dorchester, Dorset DT1 1PW. 
Tel: (01305) 251396

E: fellowship.meditation@virgin.net
W: www.fellowshipofmeditation.org

UK Reg Charity No: 213323

The Fellowship of Meditation

a Christian-based organisation

GATWICK
3 - 4 mins 

GABLE END

TEL: 01293 783679
www.gable-end.com

A warm Irish welcome to our
family run B&B. En-suite rooms

& full English breakfast.
Courtesy transport & car parking

BRAMBLE COTTAGE,
MOUSEHOLE, CORNWALL

For brochure, please telephone

01588 680316

Two bedroom Fisherman’s 
cottage with modern 

extension. Superb view from 
all windows to Mousehole 

Harbour and Mounts Bay. On 
coastal path to Lamorna Cove.

SHERBORNE
Short breaks in Dorset
Elegant, spacious, 2 bed,

apartment in listed building
close to Abbey Church.

Open all year.
Please ring for brochure:

01404 841367

retreats@stcolumbashouse.org.uk
www.stcolumbashouse.org.uk

Registered Charity in England and Wales No.240675

Saint  Columba’s House 
Retreat and  

Conference Centre
01483 766498 

Maybury HIll, Woking   GU22 8AB 
retreats@stcolumbashouse.org.uk

www.stcolumbashouse.org.uk 
Registered charity in England and Wales No 240675

Travel Insurance

UK
BASED

FT TRAVEL
INSURANCE

 

 

Arranged for The Door readers

Conditions apply
 Please call for details ~
0116 272 0500

Authorised & regulated by the FCA

Our insurance has a customer 24-hour helpline, full medical 
cover with most pre-existing medical conditions accepted and, 

most importantly, an air ambulance get you home service.

Annual (max. age 85) and single (no max. age) 
cover for UK, Europe and worldwide holidays

Real and friendly people... not machines!

NEW YEAR SALE NOW EXTENDED
£5 OFF 1wk travel; £10 OFF 2wks travel

£20 OFF any Annual multi-trip policy

Take 
a break

Advertising



Courses and Special Events

Courses, training, conferences and workshops in February

thedoorpost

CAP Money Course: Daytime and evening courses 
available during January, February and March. These 
courses are free of charge and help you to prepare a 
budget and organise your finances. They take place 
at The Mish, 57F St Clement’s Street, Oxford OX4 
1AG. Details at www.capmoneycourse.org or email 
jeCAPMoney@gmail.com or phone 01865 761661. 
 
Discovering the Enneagram:  A journey towards 
greater awareness and understanding of self and others. 
Four workshops organised by the Oxford Centre for 
Spiritual Growth will be held at St Michael at the North 
Gate Church, Oxford - 17 January (Introduction to the 
Enneagram); 7 February (Consolidation of the Core 
Theory); 28 February (Introduction to Subtypes) and 21 
March (Enneagram Defences). Further details at www.
ocsg.uk.net or email info@ocsg.uk.net 
 
Sobell Study Centre:  Spiritual distress at the end of 
life study day for faith leaders, clinical staff, pastoral 
carers, chaplains and volunteers. This will take place at 
Sobell House, Oxford on 12 February. Cost £90 (includes 

refreshments and lunch). Details at www.education.
sobell-house.org.uk or phone 01865 225886. 
 
Lightening the Load: releasing the life and energy 
of the rural church: Saturday 28 February from 9.30am 
- 12.30pm at Emmanuel Church, Bicester. A morning 
for clergy, churchwardens and PCC members to explore 
creative ways of reducing the burdens of administration 
and structures. The event is free but you need to book by 
going to www.lighteningtheload.eventbrite.co.uk 
 
Equipped for Life - Learning for Discipleship and 
Ministry Courses: Introduction to Communion by 
Extension on Saturday 28 February from 10am - 4pm 
in Botley, Oxford. Preaching (intermediate course)
begins on 24 February and will run on Tuesday evenings 
at Diocesan Church House. Funeral Ministry course 
(intermediate level) begins on 12 February and will run 
on Thursday evenings at Diocesan Church House. Details 
and booking information at www.oxford.anglican.org/
our-faith/lifelong-living or phone 01865 208257.

The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be  hung on church  
noticeboards.  Please send your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church House.  The 
deadline for the next issue is Friday 30 January 2015.
SUNDAY 1 FEBRUARY
Wolverton:   Taizé service for 
Candlemas at Holy Trinity, Old 
Wolverton MK12 5NH at 4pm. 
Details at www.saint-george.org.uk
 
MONDAY 2 FEBRUARY
Oxford:  The Oxford Council for 
Christians and Jews meeting at St 
Michael at the Northgate OX1 3EY 
at 7.30pm. ‘New life for religion after 
Communism’ with Rabbi William 
Wolff. Email oxfordccj@gmail.com for 
details.
 
WEDNESDAY 4 FEBRUARY
Dorchester-on-Thames: The 
Dorchester Team and the Churn 
Benefice Science Missioner, together 
with Ripon College Cuddesdon invite 
you to the first in a series of public 
talks on Science and Christianity. 
‘God, the brain, and the person: What 
do Christianity and Neuroscience 
have to say to one another?’ 
with Revd Dr Joanna Collicutt at 
7.45pm. All welcome. Email admin@
dorchester-abbey.org.uk or phone 
01865 340007 for details. 

THURSDAY 5 FEBRUARY
Oxford: Oxford Brookes University, 
Harcourt Hill Campus, OX2 9AT 
are holding an Open Discussion on 
‘What can the Church of England 
offer to 21st Century Britain?’ at 
6pm in the Main Lecture Theatre. 
Chair is the Archdeacon of Oxford, 
panelists include Revd Dr Emma 
Percy, Revd Canon Beaumont 
Stevenson and the Diocesan Social 
Responsibility Adviser (Alison 
Webster). Email 12063375@brookes.
ac.uk for details. All welcome.  
 
Oxford: Thursday lunchtime talks 
take place until 12 March at St Giles’ 
Church at 12.30pm on ‘A continuing 
journey to the source: Exploring the 
wisdom of the mystics’. Details at 
www.ocsg.uk.net 

FRIDAY 6 FEBRUARY
Reading: Vivace Voices Choir will 
sing a selection of songs, both sacred 
and secular, at St Catherine of Siena 
Church, Little Heath RG31 5LN at 
2.30pm. Free admission.

SUNDAY 8 FEBRUARY
Wantage: Come and Sing Messiah 
with Jon Cox (Music Director) of 
Wantage Parish Church from 2pm - 
5pm in St John Vianney RC Church, 
Wantage. Tickets for singers and 
audience £12. Concessions for singers 
of under 18 years (£6) and children 
under 14 years will be admitted free, 
if accompanied by an adult.  Please 
register your place by phoning 01235 
763756 or email gill@flyhighbtbc.
org.uk 
 
West Wycombe: Snowdrop Sunday 
in beautiful West Wycombe Park, 
Buckinghamshire, in aid of West 
Wycombe Churches will take place 
from 12 noon - 4pm. Refreshments 
available. Phone 01494 713447 for 
details.

TUESDAY 10 FEBRUARY
Reading: Chaplaincy New Year 
lecture will take place at 7.30pm 
at Henley Business School, 
Whiteknights Campus, Reading 
- ‘Fighting for God: Politics and 
personalities in Christian-Muslim 
relations’ by Prof Mona Siddiqui. Free 
admission but you need to book by 
emailing events@reading.ac.uk

WEDNESDAY 11 FEBRUARY
Oxford: Oxford Brookes University, 
Harcourt Hill Campus, OX2 9AT 
are holding an Open Discussion on 
‘Dostoevsky: Language, Faith and 
Fiction’ with Dr Rowan Williams at 
6pm in the Main Lecture Theatre. 
Email 12063375@brookes.ac.uk for 
details. All welcome. 

THURSDAY 19 FEBRUARY
Oxford: Oxford Brookes University, 
Harcourt Hill Campus, OX2 9AT are 
holding an Open Discussion on ‘The 
Problem of Pain - Does evil have to 
exist?’ with The Revd Dr Michael 
Lloyd and The Very Revd Prof Martyn 
Percy at 6pm in the Main Lecture 
Theatre. Email 12063375@brookes.
ac.uk for details. All welcome. 

MONDAY 23 FEBRUARY
Abingdon: Lent lectures exploring 
the spiritual vision of Fra Angelico’s 

15th century frescoes in Florence 
will take place every Monday from 
today until 23 March at All Saints 
Methodist Church OX14 2AQ at 
8pm. Free of charge. Details at www.
sthelens-abingdon.org.uk 

WEDNESDAY 25 FEBRUARY
Abingdon: St Michael’s Church is 
having a Lunch Club at 12.30pm in 
the Church Room (behind the church 
in Park Road). Two course meal for 
£5.50, followed by tea or coffee. 
Everyone welcome. Phone 01235 
522591 or 01235 538758 if you 
would like to come.  

THURSDAY 26 FEBRUARY
Oxford: Oxford Brookes University, 
Harcourt Hill Campus, OX2 9AT are 
holding an Open Discussion on ‘Was 
Karl Marx a Satanist?’ plus other 
critical questions in comparative 
diabology with Dr Thomas Daffern 
at 6pm in the Main Lecture Theatre. 
Email 12063375@brookes.ac.uk for 
details. All welcome. 
 
Oxford: Hearing God’s Call at Christ 
Church Cathedral at 6pm. Choral 
Eucharist will be an opportunity 
for those who are considering God’s 
Call (in whatever form) to pray 
together, worship together, meet 
with others on the same journey 
and talk informally to members 
of the Diocesan Vocations team. 
There will be drinks and supper 
afterwards so you need to register 
your place at www.tinyurl.com/
hearinggodscall26feb15

Snowdrop Sunday - 8 February
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